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1-3 FIRST 


'T R © 
SIR, 
V OU ate pleaſed to deſire an Account of my 


Thoughts concerning that Gereral Poll-Zax, 
with which we are threatned. And to invite 
- me to make you the Confiuent of my Sentiments on 
this occaſion ; you have ſaid enough to convince me, 
that I wasnort miſtaken in believing that you agrce with 
me, in cſteeming 1: our Honour to be of the number of 
thoſe True Frenchmen, who continue {till to be Lovers 
of their Country. For fo long as taere ſhall be Men 
of Senſe and Courage in France, ſhe will fti!] retain 
ſome Foot-ſteps of her Dying liberty, and we ſhall ſtill 
preſerve the Memory of our former Priviledges. But 
you muſt give me leave to as, whether you have fc- 


riouſly conſider'd, how dangerouſly you _ both 


me and your ſelf, by engaging in a Correſpondence con- 
ccrning fo nice a Subject as that of the Go+»<rnment. 
We are ſcarce allow'd the liberty ro think : And what 
Perſecutions may we not fear, if it ſhould be diſcover'd 
that we have taken the freedom to ſpeak our thoughts? 


nevertheleſs if you- have tie Courage to neglect this 
B Conlide- 


(2) 
Conſideration, I am reloly'd not to give you occation 
ro accuit me of Con ardice; only let us endeavour to 
mana22 our Correſpondence w.th fo much caution, as 
to hinder our Letters from being intercepizd. 

You cannot be per{waded to believe, that the King's 
Miniſters will ever adviſe him to impoſe that General 
PolkTax which is ſo much taik'd of. For this, vc u ſay, 
would be no leſs than to d:priv? us of the only ſhadow of Liberty, 
that we are ſuff.1'd /till to en1cy, Wheat? Shak the Princes of 
th: Blood, th: Necility the Offcers of the Croirn, and all 
the Gentry be Tax'd like Peaſants? $ hall th: Cl-rzy be Rod 
of its nobleſt Priviledge? *hall th- Inhabitants of Paris, and 
of all the chicf Cities in the K. incdm, lfe that alone of all 
their Rights, which they have been able to priſ-rve hitherto? 
No: the Conſequences of ſuch an Attempt are too viſt#le, and 
wenld le too fatal in the preſ-nt poſture of onr Afſ..irs At 
leaſt, you add, 7t is not credible, that th: King will adven- 
ture to Publiſh a Declaration that may open the dull:ft Fy:s, 
and con cauſe a general [aſurreftion, without calling an ex- 
traordignary meeting of th: Princes of the Blood, the Peers of 
I rance, and th: Offcrrs of the Crown; and without goings 
him(lf to the Parliament, to acquaint them with the Reaſ ns, 
that 0:17? him to impife a Tax upon his Sutjetts, that will 
compicat the [ut; rf1on of this State, and to hear the Reman» 

ranc's which that Wiſe and Iiltftrions Afſembly would not 
fail to offer to him, 02 fuch 1,3 7igportant occaſion. This is a 
{-p, you conclude, ſo contrary to the Maxims, that the 
Rins has always follow'd, fiance he began to Govern ty himſlf ; 
thatih 27m eiid rath!r endeavour [0 find out a 7 houſand other 
ways to defray th: Charge of the War, than reduce him to an 
exircmaity, that cweirld wx him more than all the diſappoint- 
ments that he has met wits from the oſtinacy of the Confede- 
rates, to refuſe the Dayly Propslals of Peace, both in General 

epd Particalor, which he cauſes to be offer d to th:m. 
I 


TY 


I acknowledge, Sir, that your Reflex.ons are juſt and 
rcaſonable; and you might have added, that the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom ought to have been aſſembled, and their 
conſent obrain'd. For if it be true what , ; . 

* Philip de Cominees aſſerts, that no King or = 3 
Potentate in the World has a right to exat&t a Penny from his 
Subjets, without the Advice and Conſent of thoſe that are to 
be Taxed, unleſs in his own Demeaſns; and that all Impo- 
ſitions that are levied without theſe Conditions, are the 
eflets of Tyrannical Violence : If it be true, that 21. Col- 
bert and the reſt of that Tribe, who, to teſtify their 
Zeal and AﬀeCtion to their Maſter, have perſwaded him 
that he has a right roal! our Eſtates, have made him odi- 
ous and terrible to his Neighbours, who would chuſe any Mi- 
fery rather than that of being his Subjects : If it be true that 
there was a time when the King's of Fraxce dar'd not 
to ſay, 1 take what I will, and am Maſter of all. Tf all 
this, I ſay, be true, may we not hope that the King, 
who would appear to have fo great a Senſe of Religion, 
will aſſemble the Eſtates of the Kingdom, to conſulr 
with them whether it be necellary to continue the War, 
and whether it be more conducive to the publick Good, 
to haraſs all his own Subjes, than to do Juſtice to 
the Confederates. 44D 

In the mean time, Sir, I can aſſure you, that nei- 
ther your Reflexions, nor mine, will hinder the King's 
Council from impoſing the Poi-Tax ; and I'm even per- 
{waded, that there will not be the leaſt motion made 
to call a Meeting of the Princes of the Blood, the Peers 
of France, and Officers of the Crown 3 much leſs will 
they deſire the King to give himlelf the trouble to go in 
Perſon to the Pariiament; and leaſt of all, will they 
have the Confidence to lay before him the neceſſity of 
\ummoning a Convention of rhe i Not long ago, 

, 2 3 


(4) 


a certain Lady, who ſhewsa wonderful concern for the 
Preſervation of the King's Health, grumbled at all thoſe 
who repreſented to the King the miſerable eijeds of the 
Famine in Paris, and other Places: She ask'd them 
whether they came with a deſign againſt the King's 
Life. And who then could be fo hardhearted as to de- 
ſire the King to expoſe himfelf to the danger of hear- 
ing the Remonſtrances of his Subjects, conce: ning the 
deplorable condition to which the Kingdom is reduc'd? 
This would certainly afflict the good Prince more ſen- 
 fibly, and ſooner break his tender Heart, than all thoſe 
- ſtories of his Poor languiſhing People that wander 
about the Streets of Paris, and are forc'd ro rake the 
Dung-hills for Dead-Horſes, wherewith to fill their 

zaging Stomachs. 
We ſtudy to imitate the Example of thoſe 
omans, mentioned by * 7acitus, Princes, 
Dukes and Peers, Officers of the Crown, Biſhops, Gen- 
tlemen, Magiſtrates of the Sovereign Courts, and all 
of us together, are poſting to Slavery, and that with 
ſo much cagerneſs and haſte, as if we ſtrove to out- 
run one another. We think to pleaſe the King ; bur I 
durſt ſwear that hc and his Miniſter do in their Hearts 
hate and deſpiſe us, and that they inſult over us, as 7i- 
berizs over his baſc and flattering Senate, O homines ad 
fervitutem paratos! There is not one amonglit us, thar 
ever ſaw the Days of Liberty. The form and mildueſs 
of our Ancient Government is loſt ; yer all our Care 
is, to flatter our Prince and to obey him blindly. We 
laugh at the folly of the Danes, who have diveſted 
themſelves of all their Liberties, ang ioug'd an Arbi- 
trary Power in their King's: We, | lay, wito are more 
ridiculouſly mad than they, who, tho''we have not gi- 
ven the King any one Authentick Titie to our Privi- 
kdzecs 


* Annal. 1. &3. R 


(qe) 


ledges, do yet tamely ſtretch forth our Necks to re- 
ccive a heavier Yoke than that of the Daxes, or rather 
a'Yoke that is more cruel and inſupportable, than that 
which the Grand Signior. and Great Mogul, impoſe upon 
rheir Slaves. = 

At laſt the fatal time is -come, in .vain We expect to 
ſee better Days: We have put on a Chain, that will 
grow Dayly more inſupportable. We are not ſo much 
as ſuffer'd to ſpeak of Liberty, and they would hinder 
us too from ſceing it enjoy'd by others. A great Man 
who Commanded the Roman Armies in | | 

x - V-lut e conſpefu libere 
Britain thought it neceſſary to reſolve. ;,;,,y.,e-u-Tacir in 
on the Conqueſt of 7reland, * leaſt.the Agric. 
Ancient Britons, by ſeeing a free Nation fo near them, 
ſhould be rempred to recover their. own loſt Liberty. 
Is it not probable that our Court is acted by the ſame 
Principles? Are not theſe the Maxims that oblige her 
ro endeavour with ſo much obſtinacy, ro make the 


Engliſh and Dutch our Companions in Slavery 2 She can- 


not bear the Neighbourhood bf a Nation, that has al- 
ways aſſerted its Priviledges with a great deal of Vigor; 
nor is ſhe leſs prejudic'd againſt another, that had the 
Courage to ſhake of its Ferrers Who knows whether 
the French may not at laſt fall in love with the Confti- 
rution of the Engliſh Government, and ſettle one like 
to it at Home; which after all, will be only our own 
Ancient form of Government reſtor'd. And , RE 
* Philip de Cormines aſſures us, with his uſual TD 
ſincerity, that he knows not a Collntrey in the World, 
where the Common-wealth is better manag'd, and the 
Subjedts ſuffer leſs violence, then in England. 

lam of the (ame opinion with you, that the King 
wiſhes with all his Heart, he could continue the War 


without impoſing a General Polk Tax ; that 
| certainly 


Method 1s + 


THC. 

certainly too odious to be choſen without neceſſity, and 
' how hard and pitileſs ſoever we have found our Matters 
to. bc, | believe they would not willingly encreaſe the 
Murmurings and Diſſatisfaftion of the People. Bur wha: 
can we expect from Men that know not what courle to 
take 2 We have ſecn enough, more than once to per- 
{wade'us, that our Miniſters of State do not now begin 
to be gravel'd. The Intelligencers have no more Me- 
moirs to preſent. On whatthen would you have them 
lay a new Impoſition 2 Would you have them Tax the 
Air that we breath? For that is the only Element now 
remains free to us. 

Give me leave, Sir, to put you in mind of an Ob- 
ſervation, which you that have palt fo often through 
the Gates of Paris have doubtleſs made as well as I. 
The happineſs of the city You know that many of them bear 
wer Lewis the Great. this magnificent Inſcription, * Sub 
Ludovico Mazno Felicitas Urbis, But if you caſt your 
'Eye on the adjacent buildings, you ſhall finda vaſt num- 
ber of Toll-gatherers Houles, on which are written, in 
no leſs conſpicuous Characters, the Names of Offices 
and Courts, for {uch a prodigious variety of Impolts. 
If you can adyance further into the City, you ſhall 
ſcarce find a Street wirhout an Ofhce or Coutt of Au- 
dit, for ſome ridiculous and hitherto unheard of Taxa- 
ation, Such is the happinels of the French Nation, un- 
.der the long Reign of the great Prince, for whom they 
have creed fo many Starues. We have not ſeen a 
Week theſe Six Years, that has not produc'd at leaſt 
One or Two neiv Edictsor Declarations; and ar length 
the /zvention of the fubricſt Finances is drain'd, as well 
as our Purſes. 'Tis not fo caly now, as 'twas former- 
ly, to find out Methods to furniſh the King with Ten, 
Twenty, or Thirty Miliiens, and a Gea:ral Poll Tax 1s 
the laſt refuge. | 


iS 2 


I know not whether the very noiſe of fo ſurpriſing 
'a Project has not aljready alarm'd 1011 of the Cf. d:- 
rates? "Tis but natural for thoſe wit are not well ac- 
quz2inted with the deplorable -uadition of a Countrey, 
that was once fo Rich and blouriſhing, to imagine, that 
this new Impoſition wi'l make the King Maſter of a 
{ufficient Fund to carry on the War for ſeycral Years. 
And I do not at all doubt, bur that the Courr flatters 
it ſelf with-rhe hopes of terrifying its Enemies, by the 
intended Dcclaratiov, Its Emillaries in /Z,a-d and Em- 


glazd will not fail to give out, that Frazce is inexhau-- 


ſtible, and that we arc as able and will-ng topart with 
our Money, as the Ergl:ſh and D-:tch arc to part with 
theirs. F am confirm'd in this Opinion, by what I heard 
yeſterday from one of my Friends, who inform'd me, 
that the ſubject of thoſe Verſes that are to be made 


in praiſe of the King, to obtain the Prize that 1s pro- 


pos'd to be given by the Frezch Acad my on St. Lewis's 
Day, is appointed to be this Propofition, That the X ng 
is no leſs tr: ille to his Enemies by the lot e of his Subjetts, 
than ty the force of his Arms. For Im fatisfi'd, that this 
cannot be done without a deſign. 

But who will be impos'd upon by fo obvious a trick, 
or regard ſo baſe and ridiculous a piece of flattery ? 


Are the Confederates ignorant of the general Diſſatisfa- - 
fion of the Nobility, Gentry, and Third Eltate, which - 
is ſo apparent in Paris, and all the Towns in the King-- 


dom ? Have they not heard in Fngland and Holland, 
that the King's Revenues are conſiderably diminithed : 
And tho the Truth of this were notſo pub!ickly known, 


it would not require a very great ſtock of Sagacity to . 


Divine, that they, who have not Money to buy Bread, 


cannot be ſuppoſed to conſume much Wine, either at- 


Home or at the Tayern ; and that La the 
Entries 
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(8) 
Entries at Paris, and in the other Cities of France, do 
not now amount to ſuch great Sums as they did hereto- 
fore. The Peaſants are generally ſv miſerable, that 
they are not able to fetch Salr from the Garner, from 
whence 'tis likewiſe plain, that the King's Coffers are 
not ſo well fild by the Gabels as formerly they were. 
The Fields lie untiF'd, and arealmoſt turn'd to Defarts : 
An infinite number of People are Dead of Hunger, Mi- 
{ery, and other Epidemical Diſtempers. Thoſe Towns 
which we have ſeen in a flouriſhing condition and well 
Peopled, are ruin'd and abandon'd by rheir Inhabi- 
tants, and molt of the Lab::.:.'s and Tradeſmen are 
reduc'd to Beggery : wonder 1ot rhen, that the King is 
forcd to' Tax the vYrinces, Gentry, © lergy, and Inha« 
birtants of free Cities, ſince there are to few others left 
to be Taxd. | 
Uut you will perhaps tell me, that we do not now 

begin to be 'ax'd; for, you'll ſay, we contributed to 
pay all tho.e Taxations, which were exacted from our 
Farmers ans Labourers ; ſince w© might have let out our 
Lands to better Advantage,if our Tenants had not-been 
Taxd: And conſequently the Priviledges of the No- 
biury, Clergy, and inhabitants of Paris, and ocher 
Citics, arc no more than imaginary Titles. What then, 
Sir 2 Did not the King become the moſt glorious and 

powerful Monarch in the World, by im- 
* T-ar which w8%  pofing only the * Real Taxation upon 
paid by the Farmers. ; 

us 2 And ſhail we grudge to Pay a Per- 
ſonal Tax for the Friefcrvation of all thar izlory and Pow- 
er, Which he has ſo juſtly acquir'd at the wLiarge of 
his good Su jects. Alas! Sir, ſhall we fuffer all theſe 
fine Inſcriptions to be defac'd, witn which the Place de 
Viatoire, and the Gates of St. Denis and St. Martin are 
adorn'd. 


But 


(9) 
| Bur this is not a time for Mirth ; If our King's aſſum? 
a Power to impoſc a Gexeral Poll-Zax as often as the fan- 
cy takes them, you may aſlure your ſelf, that ir will 
take them oftner then we deſire. Thi: is the moſt cer- 
rain mark of our Servitude ; the French Nation has loſt 
both its Honour and its Liberty ; neither can I think 
of any Remedy for ſo cruel a Diſaſter, Let us try the 
Virtue of thoſe Maxims that we find in our dear 


Tacitus, * © A Wiſe Man, ſays 
* he, may admire the Happineſs 


i Ul: erior, mir I”, preſcntre 
anus "IT *N 
Ul lt. [ acc. H: /tor. 'S 4+ 


* Oo: former Ages; bur he 
bears preſent. Misfortunes 
6 ich Darts: : + We 'U T Bono's Imiperatoyo 49/0 oxpre 
WItn FATENCE, C ought ;,,; ; qualeſcunque tol.r av} 


« to wiſh for good Princes, Idem. 


* but mult bear with ſuch as 
* we have. T The Reign of a 
* wag Frince 15 MN Year of 7*_ form ve  Averiiinn 
* Dearth and Famine ; and our ,,, }.,; wn inn, & melior mn 
« Miſeries in this World are not me vu porſantur. Idem. 
** Eternal. For as the next good : ; 
* Year makes amzends for our former loſes ; ſo a Ty- 
rant is ſometimes ſucceeded by a good Prince. Thus 
we may comtort our (elves with hopes of better times 
under the Dau;h 1; theſe Maxims, | confels are not 
very proper to fatisfic Men in our circumſtances; but 
they are the beſt that I am able to ſuggelt to you. 
Shall we entreat the King to call a general M-c:ing 
of the Eſtates of the Realm 2 But who wiil undertake 
to preſent our Petition to him? Shall rhe Princes ot the 
Blood 2 There is not one among them that uurſt offer 
the leait Remonſirance ro His Majelty ; jall the Dukes 
and Peers of Fraxce,or the Officers of the Crown : 'They 
might expect to' be immediatly rewarded with a lodg- 
ing in the Baſt:/e; and there are roo many baic com- 
+ PLCYS 
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pliers with the Times, who would offer their Service to 
drag them thither. Shall rhoſc of the Firſt Order it 
the Church 2 The Court. has found out a way to make 
ſure of them ; the Clergy has contributed already vaſt 
Sums, and 'ris fatd, that feveral Millions more will be 
demanded of them ſhortly ; Should the Parliament of 
Paris deiiver our Addreſs, they would inttantly be 
interdicted, and the Hcads of that Allembly would be 

uniſhed as ſeditious Traytors? ſhould it be preſented 
by the Inhabitants of Paris, and the rett of the great 
Cities, we thould ſee Gibbers erected in every corner 
of the Streets, and the Troops of the ZZ»/h9/4 ſent to 
devour 'em : Our Poor and I!|-paid Othcers would bar- 
barouſly pillage the Houſes of thoſe Perions, who could 
be accus'd of no other Crime, than of endeavouring to 

reſerve thar little remainder of Liberty which they ſeem 
{till ro enjoy. 

I had the fortune, ſome Days ago, to be in a Com- 
pany, where they talk«'d variouily concerning the late 
Revo'ution in Exmzglayd, A Man of Senle, who 1s per- 
fetiy well acquainted with the Ancient and Modern 
Hiltory of France, demonitrated piainly, that our Go- 
vernment was formerly jike to that of Ezgland, and that 
the Sovercign Authority was properly lodg*d in the 
Meeting of the Eſtates. There Laws were made; there 
the molt important Caſes were decided, and ſuch Sub- 
{iaies as were judg'd neceilary for the Defence of the 
Kinglom . were granted ; the King had no morc Pow- 
cr can what was tujncient to enable him to cauſe the 
iecrees of rhoſe Aſlemblies te be put in Execution, and 
to attend diligently. to the Security and Preſervation 
at- the State. Theſe are ODY10Us Remarks, which 
every one that reads our Ancient Hiſtories, tho but 
with a very moderate degree of Application, cannot 
tail to oblcrye. Such 
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Such were, in efte&t, the inviolable Maxims of the 
Gauls, and of the Northern Nations, from whom both 
we and the Exzliſharedelcended. 

*««Let the People of the Eaſt, who * Srvirent Syria, Afiaque, 


ic . . & ſnetus Re ibus Oriens 
arc accuſtom'd to the D elp OLC multos adbuc Fa Gallia wwe 


© Government of their Kings,ſfub- ante tr;buta genitos. TaCcit. 
* mit to the Roman Yoke, faid, a #/-/. 4 

eat Man among our Gals, © we will not follow their 
* Example, We can {till remember a time when we 


* paid no Tribute. + Nature 
t Libertatem Natura mutis 


«x 
s made the Beaſts free, as well Animalibus datam;, wirtu- 
as Men, with this only ditfe- rem propr ium hominum bonum, 


©* rence, That Men are endued In #614. 

* with Virtue and Courage to preſerve their Liber- 
ty. The Hollanders have not yet forgot the Heroical 
{entiments of their Country-mman; but we, © alas! 


loie the Memory of 'em Dayly. 
* © The Northern Nations never * x, Regibus infiuita aut li. 


© (ufter'd their King's to aflume #%cr4 poteſtas. Tacit. de mo- | 


« an Arbitrary and unlimited r;bus Giermanorum. 


* Power; Þ their Princes govern + A4u#oricate ſuadendi magi: 


© Force: J And even ſuch of 
© thoſe Nations as were under # R:gnazivr 7 aus addifftus, 
* the {eyereſt Governmcnt, did hn goto Mpeg = cr 
«* ſtill enjoy a great deal of Li- 7errarem. Idem. ibid. 
© berty. 

To all theſe Obſervations, my Friend added one 
more, that ſince we have nor like the Dazes, renounc'd 


our Liberty, we may lawfully endeayour to ſhake off 


the Yoke that is impoſed upon us. . For there is no 
juſt Preſcription againſt the fundamental-Laws of a 
State. But how reaſonable ſoever theſe Remarks be, 


they appear ſo new and fo ſurpriſing ro certain Perſons, 
Cz that 
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that they imagine it to be no leſs ridiculous to talk of 
aſſembling the Eſtates ar rhis time of the Day, than it 
wou'd be to perlwade them to reſume the Ruft and 
Bonets that were uſed in the time of Francis the Firſt. 
Theſe are obſolete Stories, fay they, and we do not 
{ much as remember, that ever there were Eſtates in 
France. "Tis true, replied one of our Friends angri- 
ly, we forgot that we are French-mey, and we ſhall for- 
get too cer long, that we are reaſonable Men. 
The Romans, {aid one of their 
" Nec totom ſerviturim parti Own Emperors, * are no longer 
Ne pr 74 capable of enjoying a full and 
entire Liberty, tho they werc 
' again putin poſſeſſion of it, nor will they bear roo hca- 
vy a Yoke; is it poſſible, that we ſhould be already, 
more accuſtom'd ro Slavery, than a People that had 
ſery'd ſuch Maſters as Tiberins, Caligula, and Nero? 
I'm per{waded the King will never give ſuch advice to- 
the Dauphin, as Galba did to him whom he thought to 
| make his Succeſſor. No care will be taken ro {weeten 
aur. Bondage, we are ſuch tame Slaves, that Policy. 
would be loſt upon us. 

The Princes of the Blood are by their Birth. chicf 
Counſellors of State; their Advice ought to be raken 
on all occaſions that relate to the Intereſt of the King- 
dom, ſuch as the making of War and Peace, entering 
into. Leagues, railing ot Subſidies, and the like. Ir 
were caly to provc this by our Hiſtories, and by the 
Edicts of our King's. But now the Face of Afﬀairs is 
altered; and nothing of moment is imparted to rhele. 
They are coo happy when His Majeſty ſuffers. them to 
pafs ſome idle and tedious Hours at Yerſailles, or to go- 
to the Camp to be kill'd like private Soldiers. . Not. 
only matters of State are not communicated to them, 

bur 
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but they are not ſuffer'd to be Maſters even at home, 


nor ſo much as conſulted concerning the Marriage of 


their own Children. *Tis well known after what man- 
ner the Duke of Chartres married Mademoilelle 4: Blois. 


The Prince, to preſerve an Office and a Government in . 


his Family, and to ſecure the Fortunes of his Children, 
was forc'd to marry them to Baſtards, whoſe Mother's 
Name would not be permitted to be mentioned in any 
publick Deed. 

The Prince of Cozty is Maſter of all thoſe excellent 
Endowments both natural and acquired, with which a 
Perſon of his Quality ought to be adorn'd: Bur what 
Treatment does. ſo rare a Merit procure him at the 
Court 2? He is left without Command, Office, or Go- 
vernment; while the chief Employments are given to 
to thoſe that are infinitely bencath him. I know ſome 
Gentlemen who are oftentimes wont to complain, that 
the Princes of the Blood are not more tenderly rouch'd 
with a ſence of their own Difgrace, and our Milcrics. 
Bur neither is their Power conſiderable, nor do we me+ 
rit their Aſſiſtance. The late Prince, infpired with a 
juſt Indignation againſt the French Nebility, uſed to 
lay, 7. put the Sword in ther Hands, I cry'd out againſt Ty- 
ranny, and they auſwered me with Muſquet-ſhot. The Con- 
{ideration of. his Misfortunes has taught our Princes 
Caution : And if any one among 'em ſhould have the 
Generolity to declare himſelf the Proteftor of the Com- 
mon Intcreſt, who could aſſure us that our Country- 
men would not ſtill be Fools enough to fight againl!. 
him ? 

The Dukes and Peers, and Officers of the Crows, 
are likewiſe, by vertue of their Dignity, chicf Countel- 
lors of State, and have a Right to go to the Parliament 


when they pleaſe. Ah! vain Shadow of the Glorious 
Priviledges 
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Priviledges of the ancient Peers of France. No matter of 
Importance was rranſacted without their Conſent. They 
renzain'd unconcern'd Spectators of rhe Wars thar were 
begun without their Approbation, leaving the King to 
zurſue his own private Quarrels, and ferv'd him only in 
thole Wars which they judg'd neceſſary for the common 
good of the Realm. Such is the obedience which the 
preſent Princes of Germany pay to the Emperor ; and 
you know better than 1, that the Government of 
France did very much reſemble that of Germany, before 
our King's had remitted to the Crown thoſe great Fiefs, 
that were diſmembred from it, during the Reign of 
tHTuzh Capet. | 

When the King aCted contrary to the Priviledges of 
the Nobility, or to the good of the People, they did 
not fail to oppoſe him ; they appeal'd to the States- 
General, and enter'd into Leagues among themſelves, 
and with the principal Cities, ro prevent the Exccution 
of the unjuſt attempts of their Prince. Philip Sirnam'd 
the Long, had form a deliga to ſeize on the fifth part 
of the Eſtates of his Subjects, under the pretext of re- 
forming or New-coining the Money. But the Princes 
and the Prelates, {ays * one of our Hiſto 
rians, would yot ſuffer the King's Com- 
| miſſaries to Execute his Orders; they ap- 
peal'd to the States General, and enter d into Confederacies with 
the Cities, which had ſo good an effett, that the Impoſttion 
corld not be Levied, Do you think thar theſe generous 
Patriots would have ſuffer d a King to ſeize-/on the 
fitth part of all the Coin'd Money in the Kingdom 
ewicc in lefs than Four Years, by commanding it Arbi- 
trarily to be new Stamp'd? And when did werenounce 
our Right of having recourſe to thole means which our 
Anceſtors might lawfelly make ule of, for the preſerva- 
t50n of their Eſtates and Libzrtics 2 No 


* Avridgement of Ne- 
Zeray. 
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No ſooner had Lewis X'7, mounted , © 
the Throne, bur he begin to * Govern Pinata an of Nice 
without a. Council, ana ju; the raft part 
alſo: without Fuſtic' 1:4 Reaſon. Fe f1nryed himfelf an al ly 
Politician than his Predzceſſors, and left no means uniſſay'd 
to make himſelf terrible, 1H. che rather tc follow the Dis 
crates of his own unruly Z11;nour, than to obſ:ru: the Wiſe 
Laws of the Nation. #te theneht he: could not make a nobl:r 
aſe of bis A-:thority, than ty oppreſ/ing his Suljedts, and that 
the beſt way to diſplay his Granatur, was by ruining the great- 
eſt Families in the Kingdom, and advancing th: meaneſt of the 
People. This is what {ome call, ſays M*z:ray, to paſs the 
Mon-age of Royalty, and to rule without a Tutor, but they 
ought r:th:y to ſay, without Senſe or Reaſon. Thus the 
King, oy. endeavouring to aſſume an Arbitrary or De- 
{potick Power, irritated rhe Minds of the Princes cf ths 


Blood, the Nobility, and ali true Lovers of their Coun-- 


try, who reſoly'd generouſly to ſhake off the Yoke 


that they were. not accuſtom'd to bear. Charles Duke 


of Orleans, and fizſt Prince of the Blood, undertook 
to repreſent their grievance; to His Majeſty, in-the pre- 
ſence of a numerous Aiſlembly of Perlons of Quality 
who were met at the Court. Accordingly he{poke to 


the King with, all the freedony that his Age, Reputation, 
and Quality Authoriſed him to fe : But theſe Remonſtrances 
offend:d Flis Majeſty, and were rucived with Inaignation: 


and Scorn, adds.the fame * Hiſtor:an. The , jen 9 
good Duke Died with Grief, two Days yz;cray, | 7 
after: Burt nor long after the King's Bro- 

ther, the Count of Charelois Son of the Duke of PBur- 


gundy, the Dukes of Bretaign, Calabria, Bourbon, and. 
Aleazon, With {everal other Prizces of the Blood, the” 


Duke of Yemonrrs, the Counts of Armaznac, Duns, 


S, Piel, the Mareichal ds Loh:ar, the Lords of Aibrer, 


Bre:s,. 
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 Bucil, and © ey 6 and almoſt all the Nobj- 


lity, and old Officers of the Army enter'd into an Af: 
{ociation to oppoſe the pernictous Deſigns of the King : 
And this Confkederacy was call'd the League of the Pub- 
lick-Geod. 

Lewis wasthen reduc'd to fo great.an extremity, that 
if rhe City ot Paris had joyn'd with the League, they 
might haye eafily driven him out of the Kingdom. 
Our flattercrs are wont to call this Confederacy an 
un'awtul Rebellion. But Philip de Cominees did not 
think ht to give it fo odiuus a name ; he was betrer 
acquainted With the Rights borh of the Subjects and 
SoVereigns ot Europe. Far from that, he only blames 
the United Princes for negleCting to {ecure the Intereſts 

| . of the People, when they made their own 
5 3: =* Peace with tne King. * The Publick Good, 
Abridgem:wt |af} lays he, yielded ro * rag Intereſt. + A mo- 
—_— dern Hiſtorian adds, that'it was agreed to 
nominate Thirty and Six Perſons, whom they called Notables, 
conſiſting of an equal number of the Novility, Clergy, and 
Lamyers, who ſhould te impowered to conſult together, and to 
tal Hpon proper Mzthoa's to eaſe the P eople of their Grievances, 
and to reareſs the diſorders of the State. This inſtance gives 
us a cicar view of the ancient Cuſtoms and Liberties 
of Frazce, beferc it was enflav'd by the pernicious Max- 
is of Mazaria, le Tellier, Colbert, Lowvois, and the 
reit of that baſe and mercenary Gang, who have facri- 
fc'd the Honour and Priviledges of their Country, to 
tlicir private Intereſt and Ambition. Bur we have, at 
caſt. the Comfort to lee that their Children and Heirs 
begin to deteſt ſuch damnable Politicks, fince the Fa- 
milies of theſe ſubtle 'Minitſters are ruin'd, in purſuance 
of thoſe very Counſels which were firſt given by them- 
lelyes. 


I 


2: 
I have alacady ſaid that Philip d: Cominers was too 
well acquainted with the Priviledges both of the Peo- 


p'e and Princes of Europe, to condemn the Members of 


the Confederacy that was ſct on foot againſt Lewes 75: 
ATth, as Rebels againſt their lawful Sovereign. For it 
muſt not be imagin'd, that the Cuſtom of entering into 
Aſlociation againſt Tyrannical Princes, was PCCULAT £0 
France. It was univerſally claim'd as their uadoubrted 
Right by all thoſe States that were founded by the Nor- 
thern Nations, on the Ruins of the Rowan Empire. The 
Princes, Biſhops, and free Cities of G-7any, have al- 
ways retain'd, and do to this very Day continue to re- 
tain their undoubred Priviiedge, to make Leagues 
againſt the Emperor, in defenc. of their Rights and 
Liberties. The fame Cuſtom was aito o. ſeri'd by the 
ancient Enzl;ſh, and cven own'd by their King's : For 
when they agreed on certain Articles withthe vecrs of 
the Kingdom, it was concluded on both tides, rhat 
the Nobility had a right to maintain their Prerozati\es 
by force of Arms, in cale the King ſhouid atrcmpr to 
Violate then. And it 1s no Icfs certain, ther the Gran- 
dees, Biſhops, and principai Cities of S74/7, have at- 
ſum'd the ſame Priviledge, when they juce'd it necetia- 


ry for the good of their Countrey. it were ealy to 


prove this by many and clear initanc2s ; but | ſhail con- 
tent my (elf with putting you in mind of the League 
which they made uncer the Reign of Charles the Y, 
calld la Junta Samta, to deliver themielves from the 
Tyranny of the 7{:;77u25, ro whom that Prince had eas 
truſted the Govertiment of his Spariſy Dominic:s. 

The Grandees oi thir Kingdom do {iul maintain 
their Prerogativcs, ithout ſuifering chem to be vioiareus 
and ſhall we be the only Slaves 11 Earop? 2 Shatl our 
Nobiliry fo fam'd of oid tor their Bravery, and that 

1D Wactinke 
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Warlik# and undaunted Spirit which diſtinguiſhed then: 
with ſo much advantage in the World, or rather ſhall 
their degenerated Poſterity, inſtead of attempting to 
regain their ancient Liberty, tamely ſufter rhemizlves 
to be kill'd, and Dayly ofter'd up as ignobie Victims 
ro ſupport that Arbitrary Power. that oppreties them : 
'Tis true, a Duke and Peer of Fraxce may enter into 
the Louvre in his Coach, and fir for faſhion's ſake on 
the Flower-de-luces in the Grana-chambcecr, and has allo the 
plcaliire to ſee a ſtool preſented to his Lady, whea ſhe 
comes to attend the Queen : And are not theſe mighty 
Priviledges, or rather the Poor remainders of all 
that Honour and Authority that adorn'd the prime Dig- 
nities of {o great a Kingdom. 

But perhaps rhe Parliament of Paris are better Judges 
of the rrue Intereſt of the Nation. I do nor ar all 
doubr, bur that there are ſome intelligent and well af- 
feted Magiſtrates in that numerous body, who under- 
{ſtand perfetly the Rights both of the People and of tne 
Prince, who bewail our Miſcries, and deſire nothing 
more ardentiy, than to be able to contribute fome- 
. What more than bare wiſhes to regain our ancient Lj- 
berries; bur they dare not diſcover their true ſenti- 
menrs TI am confident, you will not think your tinx 
il-empioy'd in Reading an Account of that Aſſembly, for 
which lam obiigd to one of my Friends, who is a: Preſi- 
dent. Qur Parliament,ſ{aid he,is now no morethan aCom- 
pany of wrangling Practitioners in Law, who ſtudy no- 
thing but Cuſtoms, EdiCts, and Proceedings of Courts. It 
was at firſt inſtituted to repreſent the States General of 
the Kingdom: It was a Body compoſed of the (1x chict 
Peers of Fraxce, the fix Ecclefiaſtical Peers, the Chan- 
cellor, Principal Officers of the Crown, and ſome other 


Perſons of Note who had a Right to fir in the States- 
General 
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General, when the Necefliry of Afﬀairs required -their 
Mecting. They atinrain'] the Intereſts of the PeoplEe 
againſt rhe Uſurpations of the Prince, & ſhared the So- 
ycreign Authority with him, when the States were not 
aſſembled. For tis beyond Controverſie cerfain, that 
the Parliamentuſed to judge even the Pecrsand greateſt 
Perſons in the Kingdom, that they render'd the Oath of 
Fidelity to theOfficers of the Crown,and that the King's 
Edits were never reputed to have the Force of Laws, 
nor could be put in execution till they had been firſt re- 
cciv'd and regiſter'd in-that Aſſembly : And are not theſe 
the moſt certain and unconteſted Marks of Sove- 
reignty ? 

You know, continued the Prefident, by what dex- 
terous Methods, and under what ſ{pecious pretcxts, our 
King's have made ſuch great Alterations in a Company 
that ey'd them too near, andoften troubled them. *T'is 
true indeed, that 'tis long ſince the Parliament began to 
be wholly taken up in hearing and determining Civil 
and Criminal Caules.; but they {till enjoy'd that Pri- 
viledge undiſputed, which authoriſed them to examine 
the Edits that the King intended to Publiſh ; they Re- 
giſtred ſuch of them as they thought ulctul and necetla- 
ry, and if at any time they met with ſome difttculties, 
they offer'd their Reaſons to the King, who never usd 
to neglect them, but when he had a mind to proceed 
to violent Methods. I confeſs the Court has {ſometimes 
compell'd *em to Regiſter its Edits, bur then rhey ne- 
ver fail'd to enter a Proteſtation that ſuch inſtances ſhould 
nt be made uſe of to juſtif;; future Violences, but where 
arc all our Priviledges now 2 The King, indeed, ſends 
his Edicts to us, but we arc obliged to regiſter them as 
{on as they areſent, and even ſuch of them that appear 


0 our Conlciences to be highly unjuſt and pernicious, 
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without darmg to ofter the leaſt Remonſtrance to his 
Majeſty. We have no more Power than ſimple Coun- 
trey Judges, and the Edict for the Poll-Zax will pals at 
all Adventures. 

All thar you have ſaid 1s certainly true, reply'd I to 
rhe Magiſtrate, but will you not ſhow the leaſt ſign of 
Life in a Caſe of tuch vaſt Importance 2 And muſt we 
never expect that you will be moved .to make at leaſt one 
glorious Effort to deliver your Countrey from Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion2 Moſt willingly, cry'd my generous 
Friend, with Tears in his Eycs : But are you acquainted 
with the King's Humour? The Times are chang'd, an- 
{wered I, and we are undone. Rememoer the 1lluſtrious 
example of the firſt Preſident [a Yacqueriz. Lewis X1, 
{ent an unjuſt Edict to the Parliament, which they 
]cncroully refus*d to enroll ; he renew'd his Orders, bur 
without jhaking their Conſtancy. Ar laſt the incenſt 
Prince, fellinto a Fury, and threatned to put to Death 
not only the Preſident, but all the Councellors, if they 
pcrfiited in their Obſtinacy, Za Yacguerie acquainted 
his Brethern with the King's Menaces ; and theſe good 
Magiltrates having put on their Habits of Ceremony, 
went all in a body ro the Lowvre, The King ſurpris'd 
to ice his Parliament come to pay him a vitit with {o- 
much ſolemnity, ask'd ſuddenly, what brought them 
thither -— 

I know all the ſtory, ſaid my Friend, interrupting 
me haſti'y, and can tell you the chief Prefident's An- 
{wer ; We come, Sir, ſaid he to the King, to offcr our 
Heads to Your Maicſty ; ſince our Contcience will not 
permit us to Regiſter the Edict which you ſent -ro us: 
Very well, reply'd I, but how did that cruel and haugh- 
ty Prince receive ſo unexpected a Compliment 2 He 
diſkembled his Anger, and endeavoured to pacify their 


Minds 


( 21) 


Minds by aſſuring them, that he would never deſ® 
them to- enroll any Edit contra y to the Laws of th: 
Kingdom, or the Intercſt of his Subvects. Why then will 
not you adventure to make a like Attempr? I'm per- 
{waded that the King would be ſtrangely daunted, 
if the chief Preſident, at the Head of the Parliament, 
thould entertain him with a lively and paſſionate Re- 
preſcntation of the deplorable condition of the King- 
dom. Bur [ had forgotten that you have long ago ex- 
hauſted all your eloquence in writing Panegyricks on 
onr invincitle Monarch. *Tis pity that you have not re- 
{erv'd ſome part of it for Diſcourſes of another nature, 
which would certainly be more ſcaſonable ar this time 
of the Day. Be not cruel to your Friends, an{wer'd 
the Preſident ; We do all that we arc able to do, bur 
we arc not under the Reign of a Lewis A7 In thoſe 
Days the Nobility and People of Fraxce had not loſt 
all cheir Courage, and the Court dreaded the effects of 
it. I acknowledge that, replyed I, but arc you ſure 
that rhe King would not treat you with as much com- 
piaiſance, if you ſpoke ro him with the {ame vigour, 
and ſhowd your ſelves capable of cenlivening the be- 
numm*a Spirits of our Countreymen. Believe me, Mr. 


Preſident, the King deſpiles you for your Cowardiſe 3 


and you might make the Court tremb!e in 1ts rurn, if 
you had the Courage to imitate your Predeceſiors. Af- 
ter theſe words, we laid aſide Politicks, and began to 

ralk of other Matters. | 
Yes, Sir, I am ſtill of the ſame opinion: I know 
that the inhabirants of Paris, and our other Citics, arc 
extrcamly diſpirired ; but I dare be bold ro anſwer for 
them, that they would quickly reſume their former. V i- 
gour, if the Princes of the Blood, the Nobility or Par» 
tiament of Paris wouid give them the leaſt encourage- 
ment. 
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menc. They begin to murmur ſtrangely, and'T know 
10t whether all their Patience be not alrcady exhauſted. 
*Tis true, the flatterers of the Court have bellow'd in 
cheir Ears ſo long, that The King is Maſter of all the 
Eſtates of his Subjects, thar the poor People leem in good 
carneſt to give credit to the moſt deteſtable Lie that 
ever was invented. But how eaſily. will they be un- 
decciv'd, when it ſhall be made appear to them, what 
our ſubtle Miniſters have fo induſtriouſly hid from 
them, that Taxcs and Subſidies were tormerly Levied 
in France, as they erc in Exgland, and that we never 
reſign'd our ancient Priviledges. 
You remember, Sir, when 1-had the pleaſure ro en- 
joy your Converſation in that folitary but delightful 
place, whither you have cholen to retire, that we tpeurt 
part of our time in rcading the Hiſtory of Z#. ance, and 
that.we could nor tind ther any Impoſitions were laid 
upon the People before the Reign of Phil p the Fair. 
Our King's in thole. Days had no ttanding Forces, bur 
the Nobility ſcrv'd them at their own charge in thoſe 
Wars, that were madc witi1 the conſent of the States- 
General. If ever any ot our Princes rais'd a Subſidy 
*by way of 7axatioa, it was only when the preſſing nc- 
ceſliry of his Aftairs conttrain'd him to take that Me- 
thod, and the 7Tax was Levied but once. And even 
on ſuch urgenr occaiions, thole Monarchs that had any 
ſenſe of Humanity or Religion, were very loath to pro- 
ceed to fo rough an expedicut, The good St. L wis, 
by his Tettamenr, cnjoin'd his Children- not ro Tax 
their Subjects.; but, Aias/ they -who boait of their 
deſcent from ſo Jutt, ſo Chalte, and fo Religious a 
Prince, have no more regard to the good Advice that 
he lefr.them, than they have to the Virtuous cxample 

Of his Lite. 
| His 


His Nephew attempted to raiſe the Hundred ancl 
ftfricth Denier of the Reyenues of his Subjets. But 
what was the event ? Pars, Recuen, and Orleans, revolted p 
the Commillſioners appointed to gather rhe Taxation - 
were kill'd, and the King was forc'd to difſemble his 
Indignation. Nor was Philip th: Fair more ſucceſsful 
in his {econd attempr, to lay an Impoſition of Six De- 
niers in the Livre on the ſale of. Commodities ; his Qrs- - 
ders were univerſally contcemn'd, and he was forc'd ro 
call a Mcating of the Starcs General at Paris, to ha- 
12ngue them himſelf, and repreſent to them the necct[;- 
cy of his Atfairs, afrer which he obtain'd his deſire. 

The ſuccceding. Princes oblcrv'd the ſame Method. 
Sometimes on urgent occaſions, Aids, and extraordinary - 
Subſidies were Granted, but were never made perpetual, 
bur by the Authority of the States. The King could 
not augment thoſe perpetual Subſidics rhat were grant- - 
cd to him, anufar leſs could he impoſe new ones. The 
Court Paraſites made it their buſineſs ro perſwade Z-i; 
£1, that it wasa branch of his Prerogative to lay whar 
Impoſirions he picas'd on his Subjects. I have already 
told you what Ph:/ip de Comines thinks of this Maxim. 
We have art leaſt as much Reaſon ro complain of 7yran- 
ny and Yiilence now, as the Subjects of that Prince had 
in thoſe Days; but our Tongues are ty*d. Charles V/7 
was engag'd in a long and chargeable War againſt Z£x- 
gland; yer he never Levied above Eizhteen hanar: d th. u> - 
ſand Livres per Annum. Tis true, Lew:s XT. augmenter} 
che Impoſitions, to Three Millions and Seven hundres 
tho»ſand Livres Teariy, but he had the Character of : 
very bad. Prince, and to fay all in one word, a Tyrant, 


His Son Charles YV1[] fearing ro mcet with the tame. 
Fate, and deſirous to {ive according to the Commandments 


of God, ſays Philip de Comines, relolv'd to coment himpel” 
Fit.a + 


with the Crown-lands, togeth:r with the Sum of Twelve hun 
dared thouſand Livres, which th: Eſt ates aſſemil:d at Tours, 
had granted him. 

France was happy under the Reign of L-mis XL, 
who was call'd the Father of rhe People, whence we may 
rcalonably infer,” that the Face of Atairs i; won. .eriully 
chang'd fince that time. Under the iatc King Lewzs 
AI, the lmpoſitions amounted to near Fewſcor? Mil. 
lions, of which rot above Five and Thirty ere bron-!.: 


into'the Lreaiury, 5 rol 51g exhaunted bY Gi real 
. charges of tho $ca's 41. Colbert has found means to 


a” w- * 


raiſe the 75 5 Acvenues to One hunared and Twenty 
Millions and upvaas. This could not be done withour 
ruining an infinite number of Families by. impoſing a 
prodigious number of new Taxaticns, beſides the cnor- 
mous augmentation of thoic. that were already eſta- 
bliſhed. Now if One hunared and Twenty Millions be 
brought Yearly into the King's Cotiers, the rotal Sum 
of the [mpoſitions muſt amo.:nt ar leaſt to Oe hundred 
and Fifty, the charges of the Stare being intnitely aug- 
mented ſince the beginning of the preſent War: And 
we ſhall quickly ſee them riſe tro 7wo hundred, for af: 
ter all, Lens the Great cannot (ublilt under a H1ndred 
Millions per Annum. 

'et we have patience enough to ſuffer all theſe Mi- 
ferics : but what do I talk of Paticice and Suilcring.? 
No; we admire them, we delight in them, and fancy 
them to be the greateſt glories of our Nation. The 
King, we cry, is the greateſt Monarch in Exarope: All 
other Princes are meer Beggars, and miterable Wretches. 
He has Ten thouſand Men in the Troops of his Hou- 
ſhould ; 1n time of Pcace he maintains a Hunared thous- 
fand Men in Garrifons, to preſerve all thoſe fine Towns 
that hy has Conquer'd and Fortified : Ar preſent, Three 

hunarcd 


WD 


hundred thouſand Men Fight under his Banners againſt 
a'l the Nations of Europe, that arc united againſt him. 


Incorrigible Sors that we are/ thar numerous, and 


magnificent Train of the King's Houſhold ; thoſe Hun- 
dred thouſand Men whom he maintains in time of 
Peace ; that prodigious Army of Three hundred thou- 
ſand Mea, who obey his Orders during the War, and 
that vaſt number of ſtrong and well Man'd Garcifons ; 
what do all theſe things {ignifie to us? To devour us, 
to enthral us, and to make us odious to all Europe. 


Have we not Reaſon to think our Money well beltow'd. 


The Forces that the King kept on toot in time of 
Peace, made him more terrible at home than abroad. 
Theſe Domeſtick Enemies made us {utter our ieives ro 
be oppreſt Daily wich new Edicts, withour reſiſtance, 
and forc'd us to be lilent ſpectators when the Nobility 
were rob'd of their Priviiedges, and the Citics deprivy'd 
of rheir ancient Rights. The Noblemen have ruin'd 
themielves by their Luxury, and by that chargeable 
way of living, into which they have been {o fubtle] 
engag'd. Our Cities have not Canon to defend them- 
ſelves ; thcir great Guns were taken from them under 
pretext of ſending them ro the Frontiers. They arc 
open and defencelcſs, and even are nut {uiter'd to re- 
pair their decay'd Walls, Tis enough for them to erect 
Statues for the King, or to cauic Inicriptions to be en- 
gray'd in Honour of that /mmortal Man. 

Tie Fortifications and numerous Garrifons of Cazal, 
Stra 972,and other frontier places, have crain'd the King» 
dom. prodigious Sums of Money ; ana what advantage 
does ir receive from them, bu: that they have made them 
jealous of us,and incenſt our Neighboursazainſt us, That 
Army of Three hundred rhouland Men cxhauits all the 
Men and Money in the Kingdom. Allthe People turn 

E Soldiers : 
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©oldiers; and perhaps the conſequences of a: Peace 
would be more tatal ro us, than the War. What-mult 
be done with all that Army aftcr the publication of a 
Peace, which is {o much long'd for; and which we might 
quickly enjoy, if the. King wouid do Juttice to- his 
Neighbours, and to his Subjects. The Allies-ſeem re- 
toly'd ro force him to do Juitice to them: And we might: 
be in a condi.ion to demand. Jultice - from him im tuch 
a manner; that he durſt not retuſc it, if the force of h:s 
Arms which ts {o loudly celebrated by our: Ora ors and: 
Pocts, vere not more tara: tous than to our Neighbours, 

Let us conclude from all that has been 1a.d, fur 'tis. 


time.to put an end to a Letter that.is air-ady too long, 


ker us conc-ude, 1 (ay, thart:the Pod-7Tax will be un- 
pos.d, becauſe we have made our teives Slaves, and arc 
cyen foud of our Chains, A.icu: | with you as hap- 
mY 3 NewW- Year, as you can polli>iy cnjoy in fach-dif-- 
nculttime,, and fo defoiate a Countrey. 


J 


Paris, Tan. 2 
1695. 
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THE SECOND 
el T "0 
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T laſt, Sir, the Court has convinc'd us, that 
| ſhe can be as good as her Word; and that we may 

believe her when ſhe threatens, whatever Rea- 
ſon we may have to [uſpect rhe fincerity of her Promiſes. 
On the 18th inſtant, the King by hisEdi4 commanded 
2 General Poll-Tax to be Levied thronghourt rhe King- 
dom, as you fnay ſce by the Copy of the Declaration 
which I have ſent you; and Three Days after 'it was 
Regiſtred inthe Parliament. This effe& of their com- 
plaiſance does not at all ſurprize me ; they have been 
for ſeveral Ycarsa ſtanding example of blind ſubmiſſion 
to the Orders of the Court ; and at laft they have car- 
ryed their obedience ſo far, that we may with a great 
deal of juſtice apply to our ſelves, that which our 


good Friend Tacitus ſaid of his 
own Age. * Our Anceſtors be- * Sicut vets: aras vidit quid 


ultimum in lth:rtate efſet, its 


held the laſt moments of _ joe 7g atm 
ing Liberty under the Miniſtry «© Agric. 

of Cardinal Richlies; anc we | 
are forc'd to ſuffer the lali 21! utmoſt rigours of Sa» 


Very. The 
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Eo - The Age of Domitian was an 
Hog and andir.s. comers Cat model of ours; * we dare 
civ. neither complain our ſelyes, nor 
+ Memoriam quonue iplam cum hear the complaints of others: F 
woce peraidiſſemus, ſi ram Mn And we ſhould have already loſt 
moſtra poteſtate effet oblivviſci, 
quam tacere. even the Memory of our former 
happineſs, as well as our Yoice ; 
if we could as cafily forget as be filext. But we ſhall 
not, by my conſent, be alrogerher ſuch tame Slaves as 
theſe Romans : Let us at leaſt have the courage to re- 
member that under the former Reigns we oblig'd even 
\. . ..,, _ .. ourhauhgtielt and moſt ambitious 
Re otine arſeciabils 21. \onarchs to ſuffer * Livert 
cipatum > libertatem. ; y tO 
ſubſiſt with Sovereignty ; for we 
need only caſt our Eyes upon England to be convine'd, 
' that theſe rwo things are not incompatible ; and let us 
not be afraid to tell our Friends, what we think of our 
Miſeries. I haveſent you ſome Reflexions on the King's 
Declaratica; 1 hope you will, in requital, let me know: 
your thoughts of it, after you have perus'd rhem. 

It does not at all reſemble thoſe Edits which 7iberins 
Ls & oo ſent ta the Senate of Rowe. They 
permadeſts, Tacit. &unal, WEIC * ſhort and modeſt, this long 

and ex/ravagant. 1 could eaſily 
forgiyec its firſt fault, conſidering the valt number of Re- 
gulations that were to be cram'd into it; but I can by 
no means bear the Second ; as much #&s.1 have been 
accuſtom'd to the lofty 1tile of rhole Edits thar have 
been publiſh'd ſince the beginning of the War, and of 
the Circulatory Lerters that are lent from time to time 
to the Biſhops, ro Order 7e Deum to be 5ung for the 
taking of ſome Town, or gaining of a Victory. Thele 
great words, The glory of tve State ; the Proſperity with 
which Heaven has bleſt our Reign; the Powers of _ 
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United together, to carry on an unjuſt War againſt us ; 1h 
Onftinacy of ow Enemies, who ſeem inſenſible of their Liſſes, 


aud of the Mifery of their Subjetts ; the unexhau/liule Power 


of France, when manag'd by a skilful Fland ; the ſure Funds 
that we poſſeſs |in the H-arts of our Subjeits,andin their Zeal 
for th? Service of their Sover.ign, and for the giory of the 
French Nation. Theſe ſeemingly Fine, and ſtudied EX-= 
preſſions*are very unſutable- to the preſent poſture of 
the King's Afﬀairs. They are meer huffing Rh1domonta» 
does, Which may caſt a Milt before the Eyes of the 
dull and unchinking croud ; but they will a; pear ridi- 
culous to the judicious and conſidering part of Mankind. 
You will be of the ſame opinion, it you will give 
your ſelf the trouble to examine with me, what all thelc 
magnificent expreſſions can be reaſonably ſuppos'd to 
ſignifice. Whar is thar G/- ry of the State which has excited 
the envy of the Potentates of Europe? Might it not be in- 
ferr'd from hence, that we have enjoy'd {o much happi- 
neſs, {ince the King began to Reign, and have liv'd in fo 
great an abundance of all things, and in fo ptofound 
a Peace, that our Neighbours, jealous of the happineſs 
and riches of France, had united themſclves roge- 
cher againſt her, and were come with a delign to la 
waſt our Provinces, (ſer Fire to our Houles and Calttles, 
and raiſe our Cities, meerly becauſe they could not en- 
dure the vexations and mortifying fight of a People thar 
enjoy'd more freedom and Plenty, and liv'd more con- 


rentedly than all the other Nations of £xrope ? If this - 


was the caſe, the King might indeed complain, ancl 


juſtly too, 'that the glory of his State, that is, the hap- - 


pineſs of all his Subjects, had rais'd the envy of the Po- 


tentates of Europe, and that they had united themſelves ta- 


gether, to carry on an unjuſt War againſt him. * 
But beſides that our Neighbours are not capable of 
{uch baſe and inhuman deſigns, the King has been ve- 
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1y careful not to give them the leaſt occaſion to envy 
the happins(s of thoſe who live under his Dominion. 
fnvland, Germany, and Holland, have ſeen the Trade 
of France ruin'd, the People over-loaded with Impoſiti- 
91s; the Provinces drain'd cf Men and Money, and 
rhe King's Subjects force'd to leave their Native Coun- 
ry, to {eck their Bread in the remotelt corners of the 
Univerſe. But far from exvying the happineſs and glo- 
ry of the Frexach Nation, our generous Neighbors have 
lamented our misfortunes, and to the utmoſt of rhcir 
Power atlifled thote that came to impiore their Help and 
Protection. | 

Tis a great while ſince we forgot the proper ſignifi- 
- cation of certain words; the glory of the State, that is, 
according ro our modern Phraſcology, the Pride and 
Haughrineſs of the King ; to /ove the Publick good, that 
3s, to furniſh His Majeſty with means to fatisfic his 
Luxury and Ambition. Bur can you imagine, that the 
Engliſh, Germans, and Dutch, would take juch a terri- 
ble Alarm at thele improvements and alterations of 
our Language. They might indeed laugh ar the folly 
of the French, who fancy that the Power of a Kin 
that oppreſſes them, is the glory of their State and Na- 
tion : Bur Idurſt ſwear that they were never jealous of 
our pretended happineſs, {o long as the King continued 
to place all his Glory, and that of the Nation in mak- 
ing Verſailles the mott magnificent Palace in the World, 
in burying ſeveral Millions in that proud Structure, in 
{quandering away his Treaſure” on Caſcades and Wa- 
ter-works, in throwing away the lives of a prodigious 
number of his beſt Soldiers, to alter the courte of the 
River Emre, and in reducing the Noblemen that were 
in -his Service to Beggery, by a forc'd extravagancy in 
Cloths, Horſes, and Equipage. So Jong, I ſay, as the 
King's Ambition aſpir'd not ro higher objects than theſe, 
tis 
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tis very probable that his Neighboring Potentates might. 
condemn -his Pride, bewait- the blindneſs of the Lords 8; 
and Gentlemen of France, who conium'd their Fortunes: 
to (o little purpoſe, and pity thoſe Wretthes that were : 
{tarv'd ro-maintain-lo extravagant a Luxury: bur I am | 
confident, that they had not the lcaft intentions te com» 
bine together againlt France. 

Thus-far-I dare undertake for thoſe. Princes, bur no- : 
farther : For wichout doubr rhey were othcru ite atfect-- "1 
ed thin I have repreſented them hitherto, when they 
beheld the taking. of Stras.urg with (cveral other Places: 
of importance, and the pretended Acquiſition of Caſal, 
to the prejudice of the lawful Heirs of the Houſe of” 4; 
Mantua ; when they {aw Fort Lew s and the Cirade! of | 


Flunningen built ro curb the Swiſs C antons, aad feve- | 
ral Princes of Germany; a project laid to enflave- En- x 
gland, and render it depenuant on the Court of France, . T 
Sovercigns treated with the urmolt contempt ; the-Zm- 
pire, Spain, and . the United Frovances, chain'd at the ; p 1 


feet of a 'St+ruc which was erectea at Pariz, by amr ex- 

cravapanc flatterer; and. above a . Hundred and titty - 
thoutand Men ready upon the fiztt occaſion, either to » 
attack Germany, or {eize on the relt ot.the Netherlands.” 


This, Sir,” is thar pretended glory of the State, that has | 
excited, not the Envy, but the indignation and juſt. | 
Revenge of the Porentates of. Europe. : : 
The States General of. the United Provinces, had for {e-> - 
yeral Years, been juſtly eiteem'd rhe moſt Potent Re-- | 
publick.in Emrope. They. enjoy d all the. bleſſings. of a je f 


rofound Peace ; Arts flouriſh'd among them; their 
Trade furniſh'd them with great abundance of Money, . | 
and of all the conveniencies- of Lite; and the-People . | 


were ſo lughly fatistied with the. calineſs. of. the Go>- | 
"fl VErnMent : its 
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vernment, that the ſaying of 
* Rm difficilimam affecuti Tacitus concerning the ancient 


ſunt, ut ills ne ware quidem 


: | 449 
er | fe. Tocit. Me rverbns OO might have been appiy'd 


(3<1 Manorunt. to them. Even their beſt Friends 

could n+... have made a with to 
their advantage; and they hau nothing to deſire of God, 
but that he would ſuffer them long to enjoy lo bleſt 
and peaceful a Life. The glory of their State was Real 
and Solid glory. Denmark ow'd its Liberty to them ; 
and they had ſtopt the-Kings Progreſs in the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlanas by Negotiating that Triple-League which mor- 
tified Fraxce fo effectually. All Earope own'd that they 
had Reaſon to ſecure their own Liberty by keeping fo 
rroubleſom andAmbitious a,Neighbour at a diliancefrom 
cheir Fronticrs ; and praiſed their generoſity for pro: cct- 


ing a Mizor Prince againſt the unjuſt Attacks of fo Po- | 


tent an Enemy. 


There needed no more to incenſe the King againſt 
them, nor could his Wrath be appeas'd without declar- 
ing a War under pretext of the ll ſatisfaction which the 
States had given to the Court of France. Thele are the 
very words which the King makes uſe of in a Letter 
which hewroteto them a littie before. All the World 
was {urpriz'd at the ſtrangeneſs of x Phraſe which they 
had never heard before : Theſe two Words were perfect 
ſtrangers to one another, and People could not for- 
bear laughing at the odd figure which they made at 
their firſt mecting. Bur whence proceeded this ill ſatis- 
faction 2 We are rold that it was caus'd by I know not 
what aal, which bore the following Inſcription, 4(- 
ſertis Legitus & Sacris: defenſis exteris Regibus ; vindicata 
per orbem Chriſtianum Marium libertate. Egregia P ace wire 
tute armorum parts. You know what 2 pother the ou 
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made about this ſcription : How inſolent they are, 
cry'd, our flatterers > Could the Remans have ſpoken 
otherwiſe. af:er the Deſtruction of Numantium and Car- 
thage. 

Bur after all, I profeſs I cannor ſee the. lealt Reaſon 
that could provoke them to make ſuch a hideous noile: 
For there is nothing expreſs'd by theſe words, but what 
is undeniably true. Had not the States General of the 


United Provinces oblig'd Spain to conclude a Peace with: 


them 2 Had they not aſſerted their Laws and Religion 
by force of Arms; And had. they nor preſerv'd Liberty 
of Trade and of Navigation? The Inſcription of this 
Medal is infinitely more modeſt and exaQtly true, than 


any of thoſe that are to be {cen ar Yerſeillzs, the Towne: 


Houſe, the Place des Viffoires, the Gates of Paris, and 
tholc Citadels that have been built in Flanders, and elſe- 


where. Burt iuppoſe that there had been really ſome 


Ault in the Inſcription, could that be a- ſufficient Rea- 
lon for the King to {er all Exrepe on Fire, to deſtroy 
above Two hundred. thouſand Men, to lay waſte more 


than Fifty Leagues of Land, and to ruin his own Sub- - 


jects 2 Confeſs with me, Sir, that the King had more 
Reaſon to complain of the indiſcretion of his Secreta« 


ries, for giving him il ſatisfadt. on, when they made him 


ay, That the glory of France has Excited the envy of the 


Allzes; fince it may be very calily prov'd, that the. 


King hzmſelf was jcalous of the true and ſolid glory 
. of. a Neighbouring Republick, and that his Vexation 
and Spite excited him to kindle a- bloody War, which 
his brace of Hiſtorians, by their own confeliion, ars 


not able to jullitie. 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de ſeditone querente: ? 


G. However 


- rib retatt,  » 


te. AA 


, 
. 
| 


IYVever if the oben co! our Hittarers, it £2910t be 
Jeny'd, that FPaven bis £7 the King's Reigy with 
Gich 50 uginterrupted courſzs of Proſperity, that his 
ih hows rave been noved with Jealouſy. Theſe 

, Proſperity and the L:ſſin's of Haven arc very 
1147004, and Uicir crue meaning 1s not unfrequently 
m:3:aken. A happy crime uſurps the name of Proſpe- 
rity; and the Fortunate unjuſtly fancy themlelves to bc 
the favourites of Heaven. 'Tis the Language of Coz- 
ftantinople, that the Proſperity with which Heaven had 
bleſt the 0r70man Empire, excited the Envy of the Chri- 
ſtian Potentates that join'd together to carry on an unjuſt War 
againſt the Grand Sigaior, What is the meaning of al. 
this, bur that God in his juſt Anger againſt his People, 
has (uffcred thoſe I»fidr!s to take advantage of our Di- 
viſions and of the weakneſs of C:riſtian i rinces, and to 
lay waſte the beſt Provinces in Exrope > Thoſe who are 
calld Conquerors, are uſually but the Rods of God, 
hom he makes uſe of to (courg2 both their Subjects 
and their Neighbours, He #1:{ſ-s their Reign, as he blelt 
of old the Reigns of Sennacherib, Nebncbaduezzar, Ma. 
homet IT, and Solyman. But the Day of the Lord wlll 
come, when he ſhall viſit the Pride of the ſtout Hearts 
of the Kings of Aſſur and Babylon: He will allo railc 
up a new Warriour, and fend forth his 4#oizted and his 
Shepherd, who ſhall deliver and gather together his dil- 
per{t People, and break to pieces the Rod which God 
rook up in the Day of his Indignation, ro punith our 
yJins, and ſcourge us for our back-tlidings. 

Be not afraid, Sir, I beſcech you, that I intend to 
'rurn Prophet. Only give me leave to tay, that we may 
then, and not till then, conclude, that God has truly 
bleſs the King's Reign, When we ſhall ſce that God has 
taken him by the Hand to deſtroy rhe Nations _ the 

| Intdels, 


- 
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Infdels, and to diſarm the Enemies of the name cf 
Chriſt ; when we fhall perceive that the Almighty 


marches at the head of our Armies to make thc King 


the reſtorer of Ferrſalem, and repairer of the Ruins of 


the Temple of God. The Preachers of the Goſpe!, to 
the ſhame of our Age be it ſpoken ; are the King's great- 
eſt flatterers, and but too often have the baſeneſs to tell 
the King to his T ace, that he is, what he ought, and 
we Wiſh him to be. Burt we have the p'caſure to ſee 
them publickly contradifted by the Pop:s theriſelves. 
'Tis well known, that at Rox they are fo far from be- 
lieving the King to be a Prince whom God has won- 


dertully rais'd up for the Honour and Deliverance of 


his Church, that they ſpeak there of the Wars which 
he has kindled as they do at Yienma and Madrid, and 
Thank God for his Conquelſts and Victories no other- 


wiſe than they do at London and at the Hague, Do the- 


King's Miniſters imagine chat we arc ignorant of the 
true {entiments of the Pope and Court of Rome 2- and 
have they not made the King a publick Jelt to all rhe 
World, by making him ſay with ſo much confidence, 
that God has bleſt his Reign, and Crown'd him with 
his greateſt favours. 


Bur we ought to do Juſtice to all Mankind; let us 


therefore acknowledge to the Honour of the Emprror, 
that God does viſibly prote that Prince, and that he 
has lateiy wrought tignal Miracles for him. The Turks 


had beſiezed his Capital City, and he {aw himſelt with- 


in an ace of loſing the greateſt part of his Hereditary 


Provinces. We all trembled for him ; bur God ſtruck. 


the Viper with a Spirit of Infatuation. "The Ang of Po- 


_ 


relief of Vienna with a Potent Army ; the 7erk ioft his . 


beſt Troops, and the Emperer in leis than Five Years, 
regain d 


"aps and the Duke of Lorraiz had time to come to the . 


'* 


we... 
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regain'd almoſt all that which had coſt the Turks above 
an Ageto Conquer in the Kingdom of Zungary. What 
was the countenance of our Court during the ſiege of 
Vienna; you were aſham'd of it as well as I, and you 

| ſpoke of it with Indignation. They appear'd very well 
pleas'd with the Emperors misfortunes; they expected 
:mpatiently the return of the Courrier, who they hop'd 
would bring the good News of the Surrender of thar 
City, and were cyen making Preparations for the 
Reception of the D-puties of the Germans, who, 
| they concluded, would. come to implore the King's 
 Afliſtance, "The King had an Army-ready to march 
; Into Germany, and tlought . to make himlelf Maſter of 
that Countrey under pretext of alliſting it. But the 
raiſing of the Sicge of Yiewna at once broke the mca- 

| ſures of the Conrt and of the Divan, and overthrew all 
their Projects. And whoſe well-appointed Troops that 
were deſign'd for Germany, were imploy'd on the Projects 

. of Maintenon, where the greatelt part of them loſt their 

lives, 

God continued ſtill more and more to bleſs the Juſtice 

of the Emperor's Arms, He made great Progreſſes in 

- the Zurkiſh part of Hungary: He retook Belgrade, and 
advanc'd even as far as Nicopoli. Is.itnot clear beyond 
exception, that this remarkable courſe of Proſperity ex- 
cited the Envy of the King, which .engag'd him 1n ar 

- #njuſt War againſt a Prince that was butied in repulſing 
the common Enemy of .the Chriſtian Religion. At the 
ſame time that the Court was giving Orders to dceino- 
liſh the Churches of our Proteſtants, the was labourivg 
to find out ſome colourab'e pretext to hinder the Em- 
peror from turning the Meſquees of Hungary, into-ChrifiÞ 

e# Churches. And what an impious piece .of Viliany 
was this? At [1ſt the buſine(s of Cologne furnifh'd.her with 
the 
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the pretext that ſhe defir'd, bur it was certainly a very 
bad one : For what right had the King to interpoſe in 
the Election of an Archbiſhop of Cologne? and becauſe 
he had an itching deſire to ſeize on the Palatinate, he 
took the advantage of a pretended rightof the Dutcheſs 
of Orleans, to the Eſtates of the late Ele&or Palatine her 


Brother. 
Immediately an Army was ſent to invade Germany : 


The Dauphin took Philipsbourg ; and the Cities of Mentz, 
Worms, Spire, Manheim, and Fleid:lberg, with ſeveral 
other places ſurrendred without Reſiſtance. God uſually 
Hefſes ſuch Arttempts; for he does not always work 
Miracles to defend us againſt an Enemy that breaks 
'Truces and Treaties of Pcace confirm'd with the moſt 
ſolemn Oaths, to aſſault us unprepar'd. When I ſay 
that God bleſſes ſuch Attempts, you cannot miſtake my 
Meaning ; 'tis plain, that I ſpeak in the Style of the 
Court, where 'tis alſo ſaid in the ſame ſenſe, that God 
teſt His Majeſty's Arms, when he broke the Peace of 
'the Pyrenees to invade the Dominions of a Minor Prince, 
who rely'd on the Faith of a Treaty made with Spatn, 
or when he ruſh'd like an impetuous Deluge upon the 
United Provinces, who never deſign'd ro give him the 
leaſt ill fatisfa&tion. Theſe are the glorious Exploits of 
Lewis the Great, this'is that courſe of Proſperity with which 
God has bleſt His Reign ; this is that which has excited 
the Envy of the Potentates of Europe, and engag'd them in 
47 wnjuſ War againſt him. Let us examine theſe laſt 
wor 

diſcover the ridiculouſneſs of them. 

'Tis not my Bufinels to draw up a Marzifzfs for the 
Allies; andthey are able enough to demonſtrate the Ju- 
ſtice of their Arms without my Aſſiſtance. Bur ſince 
we have begun to examine the Preface of the King's De- 

H claration, 


$, I befeech you; a little Attention will ſerve to 
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| | claration, let us proceed to enquire, Whether the Aurhor 
of it couid (ay, with the leatt ſhadow of Reaſon, That 
the Princes of Fur0;e are combin'd together to carry on 
an ''njuſt War againſt France 2 In the firlt place, 'tis cer- 
rain, that no Prince in Exrepe has invaded France ſince 
the Pyrenran Treaty; But how many Irruptions has 
-gur King made into the Spaniſh and United Netherlands, 
— Germany and the Dominions of the Duke of Savoy: 
And the reſt of the Confederates have only put them- 
{elyes in a poſture of Defence, or aſſiſted their injur'd 
Allies. So that theſe ſcems to be a prejudication in fa- 
your of rhe Confederates, The King always begun the 
War, but the queſtion is, whether he had ever cxamin'd 
the Juſtice of his Cauſe before God, or made it appear 
to Judicious and dfſintereſſed Perſons2 If he has-done 
neither, he ſtands Condemn'd before God and Men, 
for robbing his Neighbours, an{werable before both for 
all the Delolations with which he has fill'd the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, the United Provinces, Germany, Savoy, and 
Catalonia, and guilty of the Blood of above a Million 
of Men? and is allo convicted before the ſame Tribu- 
nal, for placing his delight in ruining his own Kingdom, 
and reducing his Subjects to the laſt extremities of Mi- 
ſery. Does not this courſe of Proſperity, with which 
Heaven has bl:ft the Reign of Lemis the Great, make you 
tremble when you refl:& upon it, and fill you with 
Amazement and Horror. 


* He that makes War- upon his. 


: w_ bells run" «« Neighbours, ſays S. Auſtin, mecr- 
F puts /aor non moteſros fog regs . _ 
indi upidirate eemicrere & 1) 30 Hatisfie a Luſt of Dominion, 


fibdere, quid alind quam and {ubdues Nations that never 


grande Latrocineum nominan= , "Fwy F- , 
aum eſt, Auguſt. de civio. provok c him Na uſually extoll'd 
Dsi, lib. 4. cap. 4. & 6, Þy Nis flatterersas a great Conque- 

ror, but to ſpeak ſincerely, he is. 


only 


) 


\ 
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only an 1Tuſrious Robber. * The 
Captain of a band of Robbers, * &m te 7 iris quid jun; 


and the Commander of a Crew ©8"7"/ * m7 Larwocty x7 
. "On pſa 4,1! 11004 Jud ſy is * 3 ; 
of Pyrates are little Conqu:rors; wii pau & pun ? If) 
/ a" » 


and a Conqueror who follows * 
blinldy the impetuous deſires of a lawleſs Ambition, 15 
but a great Toi f. ThouWretch, faid the greateſt Con- " 
queror in the World to a Pyrate that was hrought he- 1 
fore him, what Reaſon mov'd thee to interrupt the liber- 19 
ty of Tradg on rhe Sea 2 The lame, my Lord, anſwer*d | 
the bold Corſair, that moves you ro diſturb the quiet I; 
of the who'e Earth. | am a Pyrate, becauſe 1 am Maſter T 
only of a {mall Veſſel; and you arc a Conqueror becauſe "x 
you Command a great lect. Pj 


Tr is then an uncontrov<rrted Truth, and receiv'd for Ws! 
ſuch by all Nations, that a Prince who Arracks his hn 
Neighbours only with a deſign to aggrandize himſelt \t 
and to purchaſe Glory, 1s in the ſight ot God and Men | 's 
a Robber and a Pyrate. Ir is nor only lawful, bur a = 
Duty to make Leagues againit him, as it 1s to join to- . 


gether, to purſue a Thiet, or chale a Pyrate. Now, 
rellme, Sir, whether you could have the confidence to 
maintain, in a company of Hon-{t and Intelligent Per- 


ſons, that the King had lawfull Reatons ro invade the 2 
Spaniſh Netherlanas after the Death of the late King of 058 ; 
Spaiy, to enter the United Provinces with a formidable ; 
Army, to {end his Son to Germany to take Philipsburgh, | 
and to fcize on the Palatinate, and the greateſt part of | q; 
the Elederates of Triers, Memz, and Cologne ! What Y 4 
could you alledpe to juſtific the firſt Actempr, of which 'L 
the two laſt, arc tatal Conſequences? Would you have 


recourle to the pretended Rights of the late Queen 75 
HHainanlt, and Brahant > She had renounc'd them In the "L123 
molt ſolemn Treaty thar has been ſcen wiutin our !\"c- 
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mory ; and the King her Husband had {worn upon the 
Holy Goſp-ls to obſerve all che Articles. If that Re- 
nunciation be not goo, there can be no Faith or Re- 
ligion in the World, and tis a folly for Princes to treac 
rogether. Let them hence!orth lay down their Arms. 
when both Partic> are weary of, Fighting, and reſerve 
2 right to renew the Waraſloon as they ſhall be ina con- 
dition to proſecute it : For ſuch Maxims would be found to 
be infinitely leſs pernicious than the impious Politicks. 
of thoſe who make a mock of Religion, and {wear by 
all thatis moſt venerable init, to oblerve the conditions 
of a Treaty wh'ch they arereſoly'd ro break upon the 
firſt favourable occaſion. But you will perhaps ſay, 
that the King of Spaiz conſtrain'd his Daughter to act 
againſt her true Inrereſt, and treated her with the high- 
eſt Injuſtice. Conſtraint and Fmjuſtice, Sir! Can any 
Man of ſenſe make fo ridiculous a Suppolition 2 The 
Queen might have declar'd, that ſhewould not renounce 
ber Right to Hainanlt, Brabant, and the relt of her Fas . 
ther's Dominions; and he would have taken care ro Mar- 
ry her to ſuch 3 Husband, and in ſuch a manner, as 
might have been moſt conducive to the Intereſt of the 
Spaniſh Menarchy, and to the Peace and Tranquility of 
Fnrepe. Burt the /nfazta chole rather to be Queen of a 
great Nation, than to be Counteſs of Haina lt ,and Dutch 
zfs of Brabant, or to preſerve a claim to a ſucceſſion 
which ſhe was not ſure to enjoy, as indeed ſhe never 
did: And with what Reaſon then could the complain. 
of juſtice or Conſtraint ? 

Thus 'tis plain, that the King had not any lawſul 
Reaſon to break rhe Pyrenean Treaty : And it muſt be 
acknowledged, that the States General of the United Pra- 
vigxes acted a very Wiſe and Honourable part, when 


they negotiated the 7ripple-Lrague to. ſtop the Progreſs 
| of 
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of his Majeſty's Arms in the Spaniſh Netherlands. It was 
their Duty to defend a King who was their Neighbour 
and Ally, againſt the unjuſt Attacks of a Potent Ene. 
my that threatned to diſpoſſeſs him according ro the 


Maxim of an * ancient Father of , | | 
+ Quiz non repellit Injuriam a 
the Church. Beſides, Prudence 7%, # poreft, ram cft in ws 
oblig'd them to keep at a diſtance 7/9, 2%91 ite qui facts. lib. r, 
from their Frontiers, an ambiti- : cap: 36. 
ous Prince, who atſum'd a right to interpret Treaties 
to his own adyantage, and who, they might reaſona- 
bly ſuppoſe, would not fail ſooner or later, to make 
the ſame uſe of the Houſe of Burgundy to claim the 
United Provinces, as he then did of the Queen's Right 
ro Hainault and Brabant. And did he not afterwards 
in effect revive the pretenſions of the Houſe of Auſtria 
ro Strasargh, and the reſt of thoſe places that depend 
upon Alſatia. I confeſs thar it is not juſt to make War 
upon a Neighbour, who-is grown too powerful, under 
pretext that 'tis our Interctt ro weaken him, leſt he 
ſhould be one Day in a condition to hurt us. But it 
has becn always eſtcem'd lawful to oppoſe a Neighbour 
that aggrandizes himſelf unjuſtly, or who having at 
the belt but a controverted Right to certain Provinces 
that-are in the poſſeſſion of another Prince, chufes ra- 
ther to have recourſe to an open War, than to refer 
the difference to the Judgment of their common Allies, 
or other diſfintcre(ſed States * A @Þ.. , HS ns 
75 : F7 SSM 5 uſt um blum quibus neceſſ 2 
Prince that 1s truly JULY and rium, CC p.a arma quibus 
'« merciful, never makes War,” 7s nj: in arm:s relinquitur 
« but when the neceffiry of his #7 =: ** 79: 
y 
«© Circumances, renders it unavoidable or when there 
*are are no other means leir to preſerve or put himſeli 
*1n pollctizon of that which properly belongs to hin. 
| K (s He 
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 Chmentis olimw Sanzuins © © He 18-28 tender of the Blood 
rangzam ſus parcit, & ſeir * of others as of his-own, and 
hommni non eſſe homie prodige © he js ſenſible that a Man ought 
wrendum. Seneca. Epiſ'- 37  « not lightly to! hazard the Lives 
© of his Fellow Creatures. Burt theſe Maxims of equi- 
table Feathers, are utterly unknown at the Court of the 
moſt Chriſtian King, | 

Nor are they better acquainted there, with the Com- 
manyment that Chriſt leftr us, to forgive Injuries. Would 
any Prince that had the leaſt ſenſe of Chriltianity, have 
preſum'd, in the face of all Europe, to declare War 
againſt the Zollanders, under the pretext of I know nor 
what 2U ſatisfaction that they had given him 2 For whar 
had they done to provoke his Anger ? If it proceeded 
from the care which they took to negotiate the Tripple- 
League, it was certainly very unjuſt ; ſince the States 
acted in that Aﬀair, like Wiſc and Chriſtian Politicians, 
Or was it the aboye mentioned Med! that occaſioned 
all this z{{ fatisfattion2 Was there any thing in it that 
was not exactly true, or that could give him the leaſt 
cauſe of Offence 2 Bur ſuppoſe that it had been injuri- 
LIE!  . | as am: ” © Truc magrnani- 

Magn: animi «ſt injurias in ( «+ 
ſumn3 potentia pati, necquic.. © MIL, ſaysa Pagan Philoſopher, 
quam eft glorioſias Principe © conſiſts in ſuffering Injuries 
To (efoSenec. declm 1.1. 4 even when we arc inthe height 

TJ * of Proſperity : And a Prince is 
{© never more truly great and glorious, than when he 
* leaves theſe unpuniſh'd, who have moſt highly offend* 
* ed him. Beſides, the King was further oblig'd to for- 
give that pretended Injury, becauſe the States were not 
only ſorry that their Medal had diſpleas'd him, bur 
cook all poiſible care to ſuppreſs it, in ſo much, that 


it iS 0 Where extant, bur in the Cabinets of ſome cu- 
c10us Pertons. 
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The Court of Fraxce is nor fo obſervant of the Rules 
of Decency : For though the Proud and Inſolent Inſcrip- 
tions on the Gates of Sr. Denis and St. Martin had given 
offence to the greateſt Sovereigns in Europe ; they were 
{o far from offering them ſatisfation, that they ſuffer'd 
a Courtier, who would have certainly paſt for the great- 
eſt Fool in the World, if he had not been too well ac- 
ne with the weak fide of his Prince, to eut do 

1e groſleſt flatteries of the Provoſt of the Merchants 
and Echevins of Paris, He was even recompentſed for 
erecting a Statue, at the Feer of which, the King's pre- 
tended Encmies were repreſented in {o.unworthy a man- 
ner, that 'tis impoſſible to look upon it without Hor- 
rour : And the moſt celebrated Wits of the French Aca- 
demy, were excited in emulation of one another, to make 
Inſcriptions for that ridiculous Statue, which never any 
reaſonable Perſon could Read without Indignation, 

Or was it the Dutch Gazettiers Wir that gave the King 
this z{ ſatisfafFion2 We are aſlur'd by certain Authors, 
whoſe Books were Printed at Paris, with His Majeſty's 
Priviledge; that this did not a little contribute to the 
Declaration of War; *Tis ſtrange, that ſuch able Mi- 
niſters as M. le Tellier, and M. C:lbert, ſhould nor have 
repreſented to the King, * that, ure; 
the Wiſdom as well as the Mo- þ.u9 facile dixerim mod ra- 
deration of Fulius and Auguſtus time magis an Sapientia Tas 

) ciftus Anal. 4. 

Ceſar, never appear'd with more : 
Luſtre than by neglecting thoſe that writ againſt them. 
You know, Sir, that Works of 
that nature are * wont to fall of 
themſelves, when they are ncg- 
| lected ; bur when he whom they Attack, grows Angry 
at their Inſolence, -he gives the World occaſion to be- 
lieve, that there is too much Trurh in the OD 

I 2 that 


* Spreta exolcſcunt, þ iraſcare, 
agnits videntur. 
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that are faſten'd upon him. Tacitus has a judicious Re- 
mark to this purpoſe, which ought to moderate the 
Hear of thoſe who meditate Revenge againlt an Author 
of a biting Jeſt, or an ingeni- 
* Punitis mgeniis » gl:ſcit ous Sarzr. * The moſt proba- 
authoritas. d x 
ble way to advance the credit of 
{ſuch a Book, is to cauſe it to be burnt, or to chaſtiſe 
, its Author. * And thole Princes 
" Wi ſevirid ufi ſunt, niſi who uſe ſuch rigorous Methods, 
TT do a far greater Injury to their 
own Reputation, than to the 
Author of the piece that offends them. The Book runs 
through all Hands, and People arc curious to know the 
Reaſon that procur'd the Aurhor fo ſevere a Treatment. 
Judge then how great the curiolity of our Poſterity will 
be, and how caperly they willexamine thoſc birter Re- 
flexions of the Datch Gazettier, which incenled the great- 
eſt Monarch in the World to ſuch a degree, that be- 
cauſe he could not puniſh the Author, hc marched him- 
ielfart the Head of a Hundred Thouſand Men to deſtroy 
the Countrey where theſe Satyrs were Printed, 

The Inhabitants of A»iicch having broken to picces 
the Statue of the Emperor Theodeftus, he reloiv'd to razs 
that ungratcful and ſeditious City. Immediatly the 
Biſhop Flaviaz went to appeaſe th incens'd Mind of 
that Prince, whole indignation was far morc Juit than 
that of Lewis the Great againlt the States General of the 
; | United Provinces, * The glory of 
vary ormeri bomil. 4. ad P9= Monarchs, my Lord, ſaid the 

Preiate to 7 heodeftns, conſiſts nat 
fo much in beating their Enemies, as in ſubauing their Paſſions. 
Vittory 1s not whilly your own ; for your Officers and Soldiers 
claim a part of it ; but in an Attion of Wiſdom and G oodnefs 
Jou: have no Companions, and that is a Trophy to-which none 

biit 
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but your felf has a Right to pretend. *Tis avt enough that you 
have Conquer'd the Barbarians, if you do net a'ſo Conquer 
your own Anger. Show thoſe Infidels, that no Power on 
Earth is atle to ſtand in oppofition to Jeſus Chriſt. Glo- 
rifie your Sovereign Miſter ty pardoning the Faults of your 
Brethren, that, at the great and terriile Day of the Lord, he 
may look upon your Errors with the Fye of a Father, rath:y 
then of a Fudge, and th.t you miy receive the ſame For- 
giveneſs from him, that y n 1ave granted to others. Why 
do not thole whole Dignity and Function oblige them 
to inform the King of His Duty, ſpeak to him with 
equal Freedom. 7heode/tus had more Reaſon to be i# 
ſatisfied with the infolency of his own, Subjects, than 
His Majeſty had to be Angry with the States. The 
overthrowing of a Statue was a far more provoking In- 
jury, than the reverle of a Medal coin'd vy ſtrangers, 
or the Jeſts of a difown'd Gazettier. Theodoftas delign'd 
ro deſtroy a Seaitious City ; Lewis endeavourtd to ruine 
entire Provinces. Ought not the managers of his Con- 
ſcience to have repreſented to him, that to cruel a Re- 
venge would not fail ro fill the Hearts of Chriſtians with 
Horror, and give occalion of ſcandal to the Infidels. 
Nevertheleſs, inſtead of Ottering him ſuch good Advice, 
the Bithops and Preachers emp!oyed all their Eloquence, 


either in magnitying his Victories, or in demonſtrating 


even to himicif, that he was the greateſt and moſt glo- 
rious Monarch in the Univerſe. 

Do not © tell me, that the King undertook the War 
againſt a Proteſfant State, a People who make ir therr 
boaſt to be the Protectors of #erefyin Europe, and {preal 
it through the other parts of the World, For betide>, 
that a Chriſtigg ought ro forgive ZHereticks and even /nft- 
de's,as well as Catholicks, \ dare atiure you,thar a Zeal for 


Religion was not the motive of rhat War, No ſooner 
ha-l 
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had Germany declar'd War againſt us, but we deteſted 
choſe very Cities, whoſe Churches Carainal de Bouillon 
had bleſt and reconcil'd with ſo much Pomp and Cere- 
mony. I know not whether it was a ſentiment of De- 
votion that made the Mareſchal de B-lfonds delay the 
Execution of the Orders that were ſent to him, to leave 

thoſe places, where the Catholick Religion was re-eſta» 
_ bliſhed 3 but Iamaſſur'd chat the Court was very much 
diſſatisfied with him for it;: : 

Thus, Sir, we ſce, that the Pretext for .the Dutch 
War was even leſs ſpecious than that which was formerly 
made uſe of for the War with Spazy. One of my Friends 
was {o throughly convinc'd of the . unjuſtneſ(s of this . 
War, that he left the Service. Do not fancy that he 
was a_ Huguenot, you know him, he is a good Catholick: 
And you may remember that at the ſame time, the 
Mareſchal de Scomberg, and other Proteſtant Gentlemen 
were inthe Army. I had the curioſity ro ask my Friend 
what made him leave a good Polt ata time when Em- 
 ployments were {o much courted by others. He told 
me that his Conſcience would not permit him to ſerve 
the King in a manifeſtly unjuſt War. Why do you 
crouble your ſelf with thoſe things, reply'd I ; 'tis the 
King's buſineſs, and that of his Miniſters to examine 
that Controverly, and: Obedience is the Subject's only 
part. You tell me nothiag, ſaid he, but what I be- 
liev'd before, I had Read Grotins de jure belli & pacis, 
who has convinc'd me that I ought not to ſerve my 
Prince in a War, which I know to be unjuſt. Read 
that Book, added he, and you will be of the ſame opi- 
nion. 

Ar that time I was taken up with other Matters, 
and contented my ſelf with doing what I ſaw others do 
before me. - But after the Peace of Nimeghen, 1 began 

to 


a L 
- 
: 


F 


(47) 


to reflect upon what my Friend ſaid to me, and reſoly'd 


to conſult the Book that he recommended ro me. No 


{ſooner had I caſt my Eyes upon it, but I obſerv'd with: 
pleaſure, that it was dedicated to the late King Lens 
ATI. The moderation of that Learncd Man, is ac- 
knowledged by all the World, and 'tis alfo well known 
that-he was a great Friend to the Soveraign Authority 
of Kings : And yet, in the firtt 
place he maintains, that * when * S: aut ad deliberat.on'm age 
a Prince asks the Advice of his 5," 2 #bera ipjir op: 
. . 4 Atir militana; ail quieſcen 
Subjects concerning a War,which 7, eaſtem roots; [equi dex 
he deſigus to undertake, or gives” 5, qua: #{!., qui juopte ar- 
them Liberty to chuſe, whether 5 eh Kod: 17 p97 ot 
they will ſerve in his Armies, or %ui & p4cs, {i6, 2 cap. 26, 
ſtay at home in Peace; 'ris their 


Duty ro follow the ſame Maxims which their Sovereign: 


ought to oblerve before he begin the War : Thar is, that 
they ought not to adviſe him to undertake the War 
without juſt and and indiſpentible Reaſons; and if he 
perſiſt in his reſolution, they cannot without a crime 


ofter him their aſſiſtance, to ſhed innocent Blood. Whar 


can there be alledged againſt fo clear a Deciſion? And 
indced it makes me tremble, as oft as I think of it, nor 
for the King's Miniſters, ſince theſe Gentlemen are not 


wont to conſult either rhe light of Reaſon; or Ru'cs of 


the Goſpel ; bur for an infinite number of People, who 
put themſelves into His Majelty's Service, without 
conſidering what rhey do, and oftentimes even againſt 
the Dictates of thew Conſcience, which tells then that 
the War is unjuſt. | 


Bur perhaps the Nobility, who never march, but when 
the Arricx-ban 15 {unmon'd, are: more exculcabie, Let 


us. 


_ 
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Us hear what the ſam: Author adds. * If the Prince, 
LET... fays he, by a poſitive command, 
owed fon” let, fquidem con. Ora his Subjects to follow him 
fret fois injuſiom fe 677 to the War, they are oblig'd to 
54 F Uyanes _—_— diloL.cy his Orders, when they 
am lenuibu| &c Idem. Are COnVInc'd, © that the War is 
: unjuſt. For 'tis an uncontrovert- 
ed Maxim among Jers and Heathens, as well as among 
Chriſtians, that zt is buttery to obey God than Mey. This de- 
rermination of Grotius furniih'd me with this reflection, 
that the ancient Cuſtom of France and other European 
Nations, of which I rook Notice in the Letter tnar I 
had the Honour to write to you about the beginning of 
chis Month, was grounded upon very good Realo: s. 
the Lords and Gentlemen were not obliged to ferve 
che King till after che War was decreed in the mecting 
of the States General of the Kingdom: The Reaſon is 
plain; it was fit that an Attair of fuch valt importance 
on which the Lives of {ſo many Men did depend, and 
which might ruin whole Nations, ſhould be gravely 
debated, and diligently cxamin'd both by the Prince 
himſelf who was to undertake it, and thoſe who were 
to ſerve him. | 

But what ſhall the Subjects do, when the Tuſtice of 
zhe War in which they are like to be engag'd, appears 
only doubrful ro them 2 It may ſeem perhaps a needleſs 
picce of curiolity, to itart Cafes that we never had oc- 
calion to experience, 'tis certain, that Lewis the Great 
never undertook a War that was not manifeſtly unjuſt. 
Yet there may have bzen ſome ['crſons who imagin'd 
that the late Queen's claim was art leatft diſputablc. 
France publiſh d whole Voiumes io demonſtrate the 
Juſtice of her Pretenfions, and Spain anſwer'd them. 
This might probably cilquier the minds of ſome French 

men, 
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»e3,, that were not able rodecide the Controverſic : Now Y 
the Queſtion is, whether ſuch Perſons were oblig'd in We 
Conſcience to Fight under the King's Standards. Gro- 
tius acknowledges that there are ſome Lawyers that | 
' hold the Afﬀermarive, but politively declares himlelf | 
for the Negative, which he confirms with a Reaſon 
that to me ſeems to be convin- 
cing. * In all dubious Caſes, ſays Fa... qbver onagtorte, : 
he, A Wiſe Man always chuſes £5 jd a#troclgerepar- | 
the fafeſt ſide-: Now 'tis Ccrtain- rucior abſeinere bello. Lautan- 
1ly the ſafeſt way to abſtain from' > Eiſeni quod inter alia ju- ; 
an Action that may engage us hap town = 
ro 1njure our Neighbour , and ſhed tatores eorum Pythagoret,qu I 
Human Blood. This Book has J*=blico -#, 5:4s ab/tine- : 
| ant, canſa addita quia bel- 
been done into French, and the jun twede; imperar. | 
Tranſlation dedicated tothe King x 
and would ro God that not only His Majeſty, but his \ 
Miniſters of State, the Nobility and Clergy would be- ; 
ftow ſome few Hours on Reading that piece with At- 
rention. There would not be ſo much Blood ſhed, fo 
many Nations laid Waſte, and ſuch a vaſt number of 


Perſons reduc'd toBeggery, The Preachers of the Gol- 


pel would ceaſe to extol thoſe Generals, whoſe Virtue , 
for the moſt part, conſiſts in nothing elſe, bur in ſtifling 
the gnawing Remonſtrances of an awak'd Conſcience, 

'Y to ſerve the abominable Ambition of their Maſter. Bur = 


bow ſhall private Perſons be inform'd whether the King = | 
had lawful Reaſons to undertake the War, unlels by | 
his Manifeftos and Declarations > Thus my Friend per- ' 
cciving that the King had taken up Arms againſt the 
Dutch, meerly to be reveng'd upon them, for the iff ſas 
Msfattion that they had given him, he choſe rather to 
quit an adyantagious Poit, than ro expoſe himſelf to 


ihe reproaches of his Conſcience, by aontinuing to 
K {ery 
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ferve in a War which he believed to be unjuſt. If rhey 
who ſerve in our Armies had imitated the Example of 
my generous Friend, if they had examin'd the King's 
Manifeftozs, they would not have been ſo acquainted 
with their own and their Countries Intereſt. Good God ! 
Wil. the French Nation never learn Wiſdom ? Will they 
never be wcary of being led to the Army like a pack 
of Hounds to a Hunting-match 2 Wil they always con- 
t:nue to {acrifice their Fortunes, their Liberty and their 
Life, mcerly to give their King the pleaſure of aſſuming 
the Title of Lewis the Great 2 But 'tis time to proceed to 
the'conſ{equences of the Dutch War; and to take a view 
of the glaring part oi rhe King's Life. 

The raking of above Forty Towns in the compals of 
one Campaign, the Surrender of Maeftricht after a Siege 
of Thirteen Days, the Conqueſt of Cambray, S. Omer, 
Tpres, and Yalexciennes, the Battels of Caſſel and Senef, 
and the diſadvantageous Peace which the Allies were 
forxc'd to make, may ſerve indeed for materials to ſtuff 
a flattering Panceyrick or Inſcription, but all together 
will not amount to one ſingle Argument, to provethat 
God has 4:ft the Reign of the King, and the Fuſtice of 
his Arms. To meaſure the Fuſtice of an Attempt by rhe | 
FFappineſs of its Succeſs,is the way to be eternallydeceiy'd, 
and to jultifie the blackeſt Crimes. Temporal Proſpe- 
rity 1s not uſually a mark of rhe particular favour of 
Heaven. The God whom we adore, is infinitely Wile; 
He ſuffers the Righteous to be afflicted, and the Wicked: 
to proſper in their Day, Let us adore then the un- 
tearchable Myſteries of his Providence ; and lct us 
judge of True Merit by the Light of Reafon, and by 
the Rules of the Golpel. 

It muſt be acknowledg'd that the King was very 
well ſcrv'd by his Miniſters, and by the Generals L. 

| 1s 
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his Forces, during that War. But it was not a very 
ſurpriſing Accident, that a Republick that was. at once 
alſaulced by Land and by Seca, could not reliſt a King 
thar came Thundering againſt ber with an Army of a 
Hundred thouſand Men, commanded by the two grecat- 
eſt Captainsthat Ezrope had ſeen in many Yeats before. 
He took Forty Towns in one Campaign, it cannot be 
deny'd ; but was he not forced to abandon them with 
ſhame, as ſoon as the Imperial Army had feiz'd on fome 
places of the Rhine> Maeſtricht was Surrendred after a 

Siege of Thirteen Days; a grear Miracle indeed! For } 

how could the States relieve 1t2 The Inſcriptions on the ſs 

Gates of S!. Denis, and Sr. Martin do more Honour to : 

the States, than to the King. He broke in upon them, 

tis true, like a furious and overbearing Deluge; and 

_ they were not able to put a ſtop to his Progreſs; yer 

{ do not believe, that all this Action gain't him one \s 

Admirer. Bur that Zollaxd, ſhould force the emoſt Po- ; 

tent Monarch in Erope, to abandon his unjuſt Con- 

veſts, 'and to ſue for a Peace by offering to reſtore to 

them the only place that he ſtill rerain'd of all that he 

had taken from them, is an eveat {o little common 

and ſo full. of Glory, that it will be the greateſt Em- 

belliſhment of che Hiſtory of this Age, and the admi- 

ration of all that ſhall {ucceed it. Lewis the Great took 

{ Forty Citics, and made himſelf Maſter of Maeſtricht, 

1 after a Siege of Thirteen Days ; bur what as the fruit 

of ail his Vitories, and whar did he r<-ain of ſo many 

| Conqueſts bur an exhauſted Kingdom, Peopled with 


. Beggars. 1s not this the only inſtance of a Prince 
that was Honoured with Triumphal Arches for ruining ( 
v his own Subjects. , | 
! The taking of Y alencienues, Tpres, and Cam! ray, were 
is AQions that nad a juſter Title to the proud name of | 
2 Conqueſt s. "16 
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Congqueſts. The Empire, Spain, and the States General 

of the United Provinces had torm'd a Confederacy againſt 

the King, and had often alarm'd him with Potent Ar- 

mies. Let us do juſtice ro the Merit and Experience 

of the late Prince, and of the Mareſchal de Turenn:, who 

were only ab'e topreſcrve us in fuch an Extremity. They 

alone merited th2 Honour of Statues and Triumphal 

Arches, and ro have their Names inſ{crib'd on our Me- 

dals. The pretended Glory of Lewis the Great 1s only 

a refleted Splzndor, which he ows to the Valour and 

Experience of his ill rewarded Generals, and to the 

Skilind Dexterity of his Two Miniſters, one of which 

made it his buſineſs to find out ways to ſqueeze Money 

out of miſerable Wretches, while the other provided 

wcell-ſtor d Magazines, that the King's Army might be 

in a condition to enter upon Action, before that of rhe 
Enemies could be drawn out of their Winter-quarters 

It was certainly a very prudent Advice, that of 2, 

de Turenne, to keep all things ina readinels for the carly 

( opening of the Campagn. And. 'twas by a careful ob- 

{e:vance of this Maxim, that France broke the mea- 

fures of the Confederates, and obtain'd an advantage- 

ous Peace. Bur I maintain. that a Prince who ag- 

grandizes himlelf mcerly by ſuch Politicks, does not 

deſerve the name of a Conqueror. The Alexanaers, Scis 

pios, Pomptys, and C:ſ.rs, of thoſe celebrated Gloxies 

of Antiquity, took orher Methods to acquire Honour, 

than thote that ate now in faſhion among our zeroes of 

all Seaſons. This is one of thoſe {piendid Titles thar the 

Saypho of our Age beſtows on the King: And you know 

this thought was eſteem'd very ingenicus and tine: Did 

ever any of thoſe S«mmer Heroes Which arc plac'd fo far 

beneath the ZFeroes of af Seaſons, content themſelves 

with ſeizing ona Town that could not be relicy'd ; did 
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ever any of them forſake their Arms, immediatly after- 
ſuch an inglorious Expedition, or - Poſt back to their + 
Miſtreſſes as ſoon as the Enemics began ro appear, and -: 
leave the care of engaging with them to othirs > Y 

Ler the Gentlemen of the French Academy, rack their + | 
mercenary Fanciesto embellith their fulſom Panegyricks - | 
with new /yberboles; it will be forever acknowtedg'd : ir 
by thoſe who are willing to, do Juſtice to true- Meric, : 
that the Duke of Orleans acquird more folid Glory of 
the Siege of Sr, Omer and the Battel of Caſſel, than the-.. 
King by the taking of Cambray, Tpres, and Yalenciennes, 
and ( it you pleaſe to add ) Mons, and Namur. By com>+ 
ing out of his Lines, meeting the Enemy, gaining a Bat-: P by 
tle, and afterwards taking the Beſieg'd Town, he me» 
rited far greater Honour, than the King by all thathe- | i 
perform'd before Mons and Namur. Inſtead of - advait 
cing to meet theConfederateForces that appear'd towards 
the end of the Siege of Zſons which they could not poſits . 
bly relieve, the King with all his jolly Troop,made haſte .. 
back to his dear Yerfailles, and arriv'd there with Men . 
and Horſes that were as freſhrand unfatigu'd as thoſe thas 
had not begun to. march. The taking of this impor-. 
rant Place was a Bleſine from Heaven on the Providence .. 
of MH. Lowvors, and $kill of M. de Fauban, rather than 
on the Valour of the King, or the Fuſtice of his Arms. 
The next Year he took Namur, in ſight of the Confe> - | ri 
derate Army, but he was cover'd by an Army greater .. 1 
than theirs, during the Siege of the Caſtile ; which was 
an.adyantage thar the Duke of Orleans had nor at the 
Siege of Sr. Omer, He was forced to come out of his 
Lines and Fight the Enemys An inttance thar cannot 
be parare}'d in all the glorious Life of Lewts the Greet. 

Where ſhall we find a Aomey to celebrate wur nev7 


Achilles: Bur we may truſt that care to himſelf; he will 34 
"T9010 | 
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not ſuffer ſuture Ages to loſe fo great an Example ; he 
has hir'd his Chron:clers already, and carries them always 
about with him, that they may be Eye-witnelſes of all 
his Glorious Exploits. But all in vain, our Poſterity 
will caſily diſcover rhe Truth, and pull of rhe diſguiſing 


 Vizard of Flattery : And perhaps ſome Hiſtorian may 


lurk in a Garret that will inform them after what man- 
ner Lewis the Great took ſo many Towns, and gain'd all 
his Vidtories. And even [ am very much afraid, that 
they will Read the Hiſtories of the King as we Read 
the Books of thoſe infamous flatterers who prais'd 7ihe- 
x;#s and Nero, and that they will have the ſame regard 
rq all our Medals and Trinmphal Arches that we have, 
to thoſe which remain of certain Ptinces, whole Vani- 
ry we mock ard deſpile. 

I have next time to fend you my Reflexions on the 
preſent Was, bur yeu may expect them by rhe next 


eccalion, Adicu.. | 


Pavic, for. 23 
1695, 
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